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To the Reader. 


PHT: 7 were long, neither do we now intend, ro repreſent, what in 
Tring $y the mercies of aur God and the mu 
of his Faithfull ſervams, was the reformation of this Kirk: 


-8 what parity of deitrine and worſbiy, what order, what an- 
thoruty, audwhat unity continued for many years,by the þrojers and labours 
of Ainiſters and Profeſſours , what novations and c uh #7 prengy- 
introduced upon as of late ; in "the time of our deviſes wllde and 
ſuch as have ever beenenemies tothe croſſe of Chriſt,and who have win 
ed carthyy things : how manyfold and how tomfortable cxperitenmobeve 
# this tume of the Fay y- compaſians of our Lord and Saviour prevent- 
ing the utter vr of Religion, > the (nr pr of this Kirk , 
looking upon the af fliiFions of his people , their gromes, mock 
by themed: þ-r) ene the beart of dr grace and dread Soveraigns 
the Kings. cMajeitia to as p 4 free nutionall Aſemblie, for may nc 
the wrongs done to Religio undeniable tcflimonies, and 1 
manifeftations of the di —— aſ«iHance of Chriſt, have accom- 
panied this meeting and id whole work, Whq fo is wiſe and evſcrvath 
theſe things will ſce the loving kindnefle of the Lord, 
For the preſent it ſeemed necefariethat ſuch of' the atts and co 
of the Afiemblie as are of moit generall concernement ſhowld be tibedt 
; the corret? writing of ſo manie copies as were called for, not becing 
poſrible tobe exped in due time and the Kirk having reſolved upon this 
courſe in former times, which , had it been keeped, our defettion through 
the almoſt invincible þ ee the es of this Kirk, had not 
proven ſp dangerous and deplorable. 
In theſe atts and conſtitutions ſpeciall regaad was had to our >) 
nallconfeſcion of Faith, as it was at firit and Gooſe times af tgy profeſſed, 
and is now of a ey 1 , Fhat all mens mindes, who light 
not to cavill, might reit ſatisfied in the true meaning thereof, found out 
by the diligent ſearch of the Eccleſiattick Regiſters. Our care was alſo 
Tather at this ol to revive and bring tolight, former laudable atts, t 
10 make anie new 4atts , refletting as little as might be uponthereformati- 
onof ather Kirk; awd, chooſing to printers 7 _— refur- 7 
mation, approven by the ample 9 manie forein DFvines: 
according to the example wy _ -_ le Afumcy at == 
w 


where ſpeciall caution wes that the 3 0, and 31. article mo Confeſzion of 
ſtrangers, there bring a 


"doing God ſervice, butt are ſeen in theiv colours , and do ſeek themſebves 


-- LY - 
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| To the Reader; » * 


order uot be examined 


fouching that point amongſt reformed 
Kirks. So manie 4s were ps can beart ; uw? xrpape ror hagr i 
the Afcemblie were manic times called on, and required to propone their 
doubts, and to givetheir judgements of everie afticle before ut wacinatted, 
that everie one might receive ſatisfattion, andfrom the full pf waſion of 
his minde might givehis voice : wherein the ananimitie and harmonic was 
the more admirable , that manie parting from their preconcerved opini- 
ons, which had poſſeſſed their mindes , did moſt willingly receive the light, 
which did now nnexpettedly appear from the records of the Kirk. 

That this extratt ſhall ſtop the mouthes of the lows, is more then we 
can promiſe,or ſhould be expetted. We know there be ſome incendiaries,who 
would with great joy and content of minde, ſeek their loft in the aſhes 
of this poore Kirk and Kingdome: and we have already found , that our lz- 
boures, and the grounds where-upon we have proceeded, before they be ſeen, 
«re miſconſtrued by ſo many as findes their hopes blaſted, and are come ſhort 
of their earthly projetts: but our comfort is that we have walked in thetruth 
of our hearts , asinthe fieht of God. That the adverſaries of the Kirk 
have not tramiformed elves into Angels of light nor can ſay they are 


7 


the order andonftity- 


the Belgick Kits touching # 


and that ſo many as have erred before, not knowing 
tons of this Kirk, will as obedient childrento their mother ſeating plainly 
and powerfally of old, and now after long ſilence opening her mouth oxen, 
and uttering her minde in 4 free Aſſembly, hear her voice, and with that 
reverence that beſeemeth under the ſupreme wn of Chriſt, obey her 
direttions, that being all of one minde, peace apon ws, and uponthe 
Xirkof God: and the God of peace, and love may be with us. | 
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He teſtimonie of the Commirty, for try | 
of _ rag. ſubſc wich 
[, with ſome reaſons 


rom ors. mee gy + 
My Lord C __ a 


2 had reſolved hitti 'offundrydoubrs, bur de 
fired a rime to be more-fully -refolyed; ' 
The Moderarour defired poor wb Ao 


arte mrs Ow ne Soar bro 
the ſaidreftimonie for the books , that they 'would declare i Fl 
finding none to oppon , yer he appointed api peday day following, woany 
then 


_—_ any bet ay thing hey ou ould ape nonecould 
d OY = ſuicendy approve. * 
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to be condeſcended on ; and they ſhould be cleared, and 


proteſted that theſebooks ſhould be 


- 


hereafter, Y - * | =” . 
The whole Aſſembly all in one voice approved theſe books, arid 


ordainedthe ſame to make faith in judgement, and our-with; in all 


time comming, as the rrue and authentick Regiſters of rhe Kirkof 
Scotland, conformrto rhe teſtimonie ſubſcribed by the Commirrie, 
to be inſert with the reaſons thereof in the books of Aſſembly: 
Wherecof the tenour followerh, . 


VV Eunder-ſubſctibers, having power and commiſſion from the 
generall Aﬀſembly nowpreſently conveened', and fitting ar 
Glaſzow,ro peruſe, examine, andcognoſce uponthe validity,faith and 
ſtrength of the books and regiſters of the Aſſembly undertwritren, 
to wit : A regiſter beginning at the Aſſembly hg/den the rwentie. 
day of December 1 5 6 0, and ending atthe fo ſeflion of the 
Aſſembly holden the 28. of December 1566, 

Item another regiſter beginning ar the Il Aſſembly, hol- 
den the ſecond day of Iune 15 4F. and endingat the fourth ſeſſion 
ofthe Aﬀembly holden at Ferth tht ninth day of A»gu# 1572, 
which regiſter is imperfet, and mutilate in the end , and con- 
taineth no leafnor , after that page which containeth the' ſaid 
inſcription of the ſaid fourth ſeſſion ; which two regiſters bears to 
be ſi ubſcribed by 1ohn Gray (cribe. | 

Item aregiſter ofthe Aſſembly holden at Edinburgh the ſeventh 
day of Auguſt 1574. and ending with the twelfth ſeſſion , being 
the laſt ſeffion of the Aﬀembly 1579. , S210 
| Ttemanother regiſter beginning ar che Aſſembly holderf ar Fd. 
burgh the tenth of May 1586. andending inthe ſeventeenth ſeſſion 
of the Aſſembly holden tan 5 wa -n ; bn 

Item another regiſter being the fifth ,and greateſt volume; 
beginning at the AMembly holden in Anno 1569, and ending. itt 
et year 15909. 


Having carefully viewed, peruſed and conſidered the aids &-4 Fw 


ſters,and every one of them, and deeply and marurely ad 
as ina matter of greateſt te ae nſequerice, do arreſt before 


God, and upon our conſcience declare to rhe world and this 
preſent Aſſembly, that the ſaids foure regiſters above expreſſed, 


and every one of them, are famous, authentick _ 


ood 
which oughtto be {o , and have publick Faithin 
and out-with, as valid Md rruc records in all things, and 
ſaid fifth and greateſt book, beginning 


and ending 1590, being margined by the t 
and reviſer of the regiſters , S nolerd: tryed, 
to the atherfoure regiſters, in what is extant in them , 


to be free of all prejudice and ſuſpicion , and received: with 
dir.” And in geſtimonie of our ſolemne affir we have fi © 
SW,7 $3.7 for 


, 


= 


auchenrickand obligg- o« 


£ 


44IEN BET, $658 
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Sic fubſeribitur. hag aſl alds.>- 


| | Mafe Sdndren Knſes,. © 
F< ;-<-ay "Ulteſter fobn ddanſw,” 

| } "Taal boly flow. | , 

Meer Robert Marroyi' © 
Meter Mens elf 
| Maſter Lowes Boner... 2&4 
Mer eddie revs," 
(ufer rnd Hinder 


ALS DE, UROIIY 
Reaſons proovingtlie firebooks and Re. 
gifters produced before the Afembly t , oe fon,” 


He books now exhibited unto us 
] we have reviſed and peruled by | q'1 
rall Aſſembly , are true regiſters « & Kitk : ro wit, Five 
volumes, whereof the firſt two contain of the Alſembly, 
from the year of God 1560 the year 1572, g's 
Gray Clerk Cletk. The third from from he year of God 1574. to the 
1579. The fourth from the year of God ho des 1380, 


Ar which time Maſter lames Richie was Clerk, 2:5 
writtenupon the margine ofthe fav t twolaſt b Facy - 
the ſaid margine with his hand-writing, Andthe fifth book beg 
the greateſt volume, containing the as 9 

bly ,from the year of Gad 1560, rothe y [56 which IF 
with the forclaids other foure hooks and regiſters, in ſo far as is ex- 
cant in-chem, and further recordeth, whatis by them, paſ- 


fing by whar is mutilare in they, and which with the two volumes 
by Maiter Thomas Sandil nds from the year 1 59 0. to 


this preſent, maketh up a perfect cr. 
For the or the rt wo volumes fi by obs Gray , albeit itbe 


fiot neceſfar in ſuch anriqui ESE he was Clerk , ſeeing 


he defignes himſelf fo by ,yet the ame js made ma- 
| an at ob gd rep Fird Book, in the of Ms- 


pg bl A OE Ned bs the Bad , and his 
hand-writ was acknowled by ſundry old men inthe miniſtery, 

The uniformirie of his bGrodons through both volumes, cvi- 
dent by ocular inſpeion above the ordinaric cuſtome of moſt fa- 
mous Notars, delivers the ſame from all ſuſpicionſ'i® fate raw 


There be many coppics, ſpecially of generall aQs, yet c_ Ili. 


' - E£ 
k Fe &- 
3 $ 


I III. 


VII. 


VIII. 


Clerk by.dimiſſion of Maſer Thimas Nsolſon, hath prodaced 2 
by that ſame hand, whercby the faid Maſter Tames Richie his re- 


in theſame book by Maſter Thomas Nicolſon, who ſucceeded 


of Alexander Blur , now living , and here preſent, 


4 ZHE GENERAL. 
which do not deboid from the ſaids regiſters , but are altogether 


agreeable thereto, 1: Wit 5:4 C; 
Ic is conſtant by the univerſll cuſtome of this Kingdome, that ' - 

all regiſters are tranſinitred from'Gne keeper © his ſucceſſour ,and 

ſo comming by p progrelle and. ſucceſſion, che firſt incum- | 

bene to the laſt poſſeſſour , are never d to be the regiſters of 

that judicatorie , ” Gong the laſt Haver was _ and there. 


fore it is evident , that ho boaks'- ucceſhively from 
/lohn Gray , Matter ! nn For ; and ole Xe who 
wereall Clerks to che Rb . of M 

Winrame , who was i ——_ y the ſaid Maſter 


Thomas Nicolſon (as his, deputati _— oa will teſti- 
fie)are the undoubred regiſters of th * embly : like as | Hlerender 
Blair ſucceeded the"faid Haſter Robert in hi of Clerkſhi 
the para and modifications of Miniſters ſtipends ; an is. 
ring Maſter Robert his life-time,was his aRuall ſervant, and ſo had 
the raid bogks>y: le From > \. aich the ſaid Alcvander is 
readie | oo y to te 
The two TG of -M Knes Richie, -albcir' not under his 
own hang, -yer are frequently ined with his own hand-writ, 


and the ſame A! addicions ſubſcribed by him, which hand- 
writ is ſeen and cognoſced by famous men, who Knowecth-the 
Gans MN ing Tonmpated wich his ſeveral writings 
Criptions y ct extant, 
The {ads reg iſters -are more, \ leſſee + vitiated,” ſcored; 
and interlined, "thek afy, other a "and famous regiſters of 
the moſt ras Tacadates within "his Kingdome. 


Maſter Thomas $5 «ndilgnds , in natve of his fat " who wis late 


volume, which .proyeth. the ſaids rwo 


iſters of CMafter Janes 
Richie to be ſufficient records ; becauſe t 


Game volume is' begun 


giſters are written, "and is ſubſcribed once in rhe margine by Ma- 
Fer James Richie his hand, and is followed forth , and or ) 
in the place,and was known by moſt men here preſentro be of ſuch * 
prove worth and credit, that he would over have ccoaiphii- : 
ed a regiſter which had not been famous arid true: and whereof 
the hand-write,, had not then. been known to him ſufficiently#*.. 
, Thi regiſter produced by Mr. Thomas Sandilends , and proſecuted? 
by Maſter Thomas Nicolſon,proves the firſt part of that regilterto { 
true and famous, and that firſt part by ocularinſpettiort of 
Tame hand- writ, with Caſter James Richies regiſters, and ſubſcribed 
in the margine with the ſame hand-writ, proveth Richies two books 
fobe good records, and. Richies regiſters Goth approve Grays _— 3% 
by the a@ of Aſſembly before written : ſpecially conſidering the 
ſame hath come by progreſle and ſucceſſion of Clerks, inthehands 


The 
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The compts anent the thirds, of ben-fices between the Regene 
for therime, and the Aſſembly, in the ſecond volume, pag. 47. 
arc ſubſcrib:d\by che Lord Regents own hand, as ap : for 
ie-is a royall-like ſubſcription, and there is no writ in all 
the book like unto ir, and beareth not Sic ſ#bſcribitsr, which un- 
doubtedly ir would do, if it were a coppic. | 

Maſter lames. Carmuchell was c d by the | Aſſem- 
bly r 5.9 5, Sdfſ. g. in the hagk produced by Maſter Thomas Sau- 

tands , to extract the ge as forth of their books ; and ir 
isevident that theſe books are the ſame which he peruſed for thar 
effe& ,. becauſe he hath marked therein the. generall aRts with a 
crofſe, and hath deligncd the a& by ſome. ſhort expreſſion upon 
the margine , which is coznoſced and known to be his hand-wri 
by famous and worthy perſons: which is alſo manifeſt che (aid 
Maſter Llames his band and ſubſcriprion, written with his. owa hand 
ig the laſt leafe of the ſaid books; as alſo acknowledged in the 
ſaid book, produced by Myſter Themss Sandilands , wherein the 
ſaid Maſter Iames Carmichell graneeth the receipe of theſe, with 
ſome other books of the Aﬀemblics. -, | | 
. The regiſters produced, are the regiſters of the Aſſembly , 
becauſe in A#xo 1 5 86. the Aſſembly complainerh that'their re- 
giſters are mutilate : which hath relation to Kichies third book, 
which is lacerat and mutilate in divers places withour any inter- 
recnng of blank paper, or any. mention. of hicdeeſt, .___ 

If theſe were:noe principall regiſters , the- enemies of the, puri- 
tic of Gods worſhip , would never have laboured to, d the 
Ge; which norton try hav dee = pp Up 

artering 'Or 2 & Paper upon tn ine, 
anent 5 condiien of the connmalſion not to RT os oftablithed 
diſcipline of this Kirk , ſubſcribed by the Clerk, book z; pag. 147. 
And the blotting out the certification of the excommunication 
againſt Biſhop Adenſon, « Pag+ 30», who in his Recantarion 
generally acknowl, the ame: but which, withour, thar recan- 
fation, cannot be preſupponed to have been done, bur by corrupe 
men of intention toccorrupe the books, which were not neceſſary, 
if they were not principall regiſters, a oF 
. -la the Aſcmbly 586. The Church aging upon the 
Chancelour his retention of their regiſters , and deſired they might 
be delivered to their Chhs whic LY ly was ones 6.6 
memorandum before the beginning of t ok, bearing the 
redeliveric of theſe fourc books to <Ataſter James pigs iN 
proporteth; which ctearly cvinceth thac foure books are the 
regiſters of the Aſſembly. | 

The faid fifth book and greateſt volume ,is alſo marked on the XIITL 

- margine,with rhe hand-writ of the faid Mr". [James Carmichell (which 
is cognoſced) who was appointed to peruſerhe books of the Aſſen- 
_—_ faid is, and would not have margined the fame by yerrue 

that command ,nor cxtraRted the generall as ont oth, OUg 


—_ 
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XVI. 


X VII. 


XVIII. 


XIX, 
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not ah approbarion thereof, as an*authentick ind fanons book. | 
The faid fifth volume doth agree with the.vther fourc books, 
in all which is extant 'in them, and' markerch the blanks, which 
are lacerate and riven out of the fame ;z and compleneth alt what 
is lacking in them. 1216" &7FH + ti cod 57) 


In the book of Diſcipline pertaining to Af Times Carmichell, 
ſubſcribed by himſclf, ar Maſter Tames oo ; there archindry 
as and quorred out of s fifth volume ; ſay- 
ing , Ir is written in ſuch a page ofthe book of Aſſembly-, which 
agreeth in ſubje@ and quotrations with the ſaid fifth book,and cannot 
agree with any other ; ſo that agaſter Temes Carmichell reviſer of the 
Aſſembly books , by their command , would noralledge that book, 
nor denominate the ſame a book of the Aſſembly”, it it were not 
an authenrick famous hook. - " | 
Though the corrupt nature of man hath been rempred to fal. 
ſike particularevidents , yet it hath never been heard that any whole 
regiſter harh ever been counterfeited 3 neither can ir bee preſap 
poned that any will attempt that high wickedaefſe , feeing the in- 
ducements anſwerable to that crime , can hardly be preſuppoſed. 
Ir is certain, and notour to all theſe who ate intruſted with 
the keeping of the prone records of the kingdome , that the 
ſame are never ſubſcribed 'by the ' Clerk, bur only written 


and filletup by ſervants, and moſt frequently by unknown hands, 


yet they and the extraQts thereof make publick faith, and the fame 


publck regiſters of the Eingdore hall b2tfe,2nd compared 
ublick O ingdome feen,and C rec 
wrich theſe regiſters of the Aſſembly , it ſhall be found that theſe 
other regiſters of the moſt ſoveraigne judicatories ever unfubſcri- 
bed are more incorret, oftner margined, ſcored, and interliged, 
made up by greater diyerfitie of unknown hand-writs , than theſe 
books of the Aſſembly, which by ſpeciall providence are preſerved 
ſo intire , thatin the judgement of any man acquainred with regi- 


ſters,they will manifeſtly appear at the very fightto be true, famous, 


and authenrick. 


h _ 
p 
"T 
. 


by 


The fame and credit of ancient regiſters in this kingdome, 'is 


ſo much reverenced, that if any extract be differcntor difconforme 
from the regiſter , that extract albeit fubſcribed by the' perſon 
who for the time had been of greareſt eminence in the rruſt of 


iſters , will be reQified, conformets the regiſter , and hay ' 
rce, ſo far as it debordeth here Gab bog the regiſters - 


n 
» 
£5 # 
" 
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be written with an obſcure , unknown hand, and uaſubſi di 4 
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- 
Ac. Sefl. 12, December fourth. 
The fix late pretended Aſſemblies condemned 


NENT the fpart of the Cogn, for 
teak web. ſundric —_ 
T in writ ons, 
ws the unlawfulneſſe and nullitic of 
theſe blies : which were confirmed 
by the regiſters of the Aſſembly , the books 
of Presbyrcrics, the Kings Majeſties own 
lerters , and by the teſtimonic of divers 
old reverend Miniſters , ſtanding up in the Aſſembly , and veri- 
fying the truth thereof. The Aſſembly with the univerſal con- 
ar. of all, after the ſerious examination of the reaſons againſt 
every one 'of theſe ſix pretended Ailſemblics apart, beiag oken 
urged by the Moderatour , to 4informe themſelves throughly, 
that without doubting, and. with a full perſwaſton of mln, 
give their roices, declared all theſe fix Aſſemblies 
of Linlithgow 1 6 06.and 160 8, Glaſgow 1610. Aberdeen 1616, 
St, Andrews 16 1 7. Perth 1618. Mr every one of them rohave 
been from the beginning unfree , unlawfull, and aull Aſſemblies, 
and never to have hag, nor hereafter to hare any Eccleſiaſticall 
authoritie, and their concluſions ro have been, and ro bee of no. 
force , Vigour, nor efficacie ; Protiibired all defence and obſervance 
of them ,and ordained the reaſons of their nullicie to be inſert inf 
the books of the Aſſembly: Whereof rhe tennour followeth, 


Reaſons annullfhg the pretended 
TIP 1606. 4 


of th time of the indiion proved by the Predyie book 
, Perth; and Hadingtawa ro preg 

"How want of a lawfull to theſe who went to that 

they. were nd6t at all by their Presbyrerics, 

ea Mee rang yn eu This, alſo is pro- 

velby ul nbidbacts ghee Eng nd by bes. Mie 

From the nature of that meeting, which was aprivate 'mbets 

ing , or-convention , for coatuleatioa to be taken ny 
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of ſundry eſtates writren for j as the Kings letrers agd the Presby. © 
terie books do acknowledge, "7 & 
From the power of theſe miniſters who were preſent Their $ 
Presbyteries did limitate them: Firſt, That they ſhould give no ſuf. + 
frages inthiat meeting as a generall Aſſembly. Secondly, That they * 
agree to noyjng that may any*wayes be prejudicial ro the a&ts of - 
thegenerall blies, or to the cſtabliſhed diſcipline of the Kirk, 
Thirdly, That they ſhould _—_— to reſolve or conclude 
queſtion , article, or wu fe oever, the decilion vh—_— 
pertinent, and proper t0 2 free generall *Afſembly, Fourthly, If 
any thing be concluded contrary thereunto , that they proteſt a- - 
gainſt ir, Theſe limitations are clear by the P ie books. 
The acts of this meeting were not inſert in the book of Af 
ſemblics , as. is evident by the regiſter. | 
The next pretended bly at Zinlirhgow, 16 © 8, dothac- _| 
knowledge the Aſſembly , whereof Maſter Parrick Galloway way = 
Moderatour ,.to have been the laſt immediate Aſſembly, precees 
ding it ſelfe: and that Afſembly whereof he was moderarour, was 
the Aſſembly holden at Haly-rood. houſe , x 6 © 2 So they did nor 
acknowledge thar meeting at Linlithgow, 1 6 06. for any Aſfem- 
bly at all. This.is clear by the regiſters of the Aſſembly , 2608+} © 


in the earrie' thereof. 
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Reaſons for annulling the pretended. -..... 
Aſſembly « Linlithgow, 1608. 4 
Mo E of the voters in that pretended Aſſembly had no 


lawfull commiſſion from the Kirk, to wit, 42. Noble 
men, officers of eſtate, ®uaſellours,, and Barrons, alſo 
the Biſhops, contrareto-the att of Dundie, 1597. And one of their : 


caveats. The Noble men, were ascommiſſioners from the King, p 
the Biſhops had no compte £ all from = Proobyectty 
every Pregbyrerie our of whic came , Ir ynm- | 
ber of Commiſſioners befide chem, as'the regiſter of the Aces 
ny hivfull Aſſembly there ſhould be none buc Commilfi 
from Presbyterics, Burghs , md: Univerſities, and but 
niſters at moſt , with qne Elder , Commilfioners from cvery Phgts, | 
byterie , acc ing to the: at made-at\ Drad#,-1 5 97. Buriky, 
that prererided y there ' wert foure minifters from/ghe-fe- © 
verall Presbyreries, of #dinhn ,and Cowper ,/five from the Praſo, * 
bytetic of *Arbroch ,"a5 the roM{ 'of che ſad» pretended -Afſembly!: 
bearerh; whereas there were no ruling Elders fenc from Prcybyte-r 
ries, according to the book of policic and aR of Dudes]: >-i7) 11 © 
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Reaſons for annulling the pretended 
Aſfembly at Glaſgow. 1610, 


He Commiſſion of the preterided Commiſſioners ts 1. 
thar meeting was null, 1, B-cauſetheeleRion of them 
was nor free, ſceing they werenominate by the Ki 

We Letters, as the Presbyreric books of Edinbergh, Perth, 
and Hadingtown declare, And the Biſhop of S*. Andrews in his ler. 
ter to ſome Presbyreries, required them to ſend ſuch commiſſroners 
as the King had nominate : Aſſuring them, that none other would be 
accepted, This the Biſhops lecter regiſtrat in the Presbyterie books 
of Hadingtout doth cleare. 2. And whiereas there were no ruling El- 
ders ſent from the Presbyterics to that preterided Aſſembly, as the 
roll of Commiſſioners ſheweth ; yer there were moe miniſters from 
ſundrie ſeverall Presbyreries then three , as five from Breches , five 
from Arbroth , five from Kirkeabright, ſeven from the Presbyr 

of Argyl, foure from the Presbyrerie of Cowper, foure from Linkeb- 
gow, foutefrom Paſley , foure from Hammiltown, foure from Drum. 
freis, foure from Dwzkell: as the regiſter of that Aſſembly beareth, 

There were thirtic voters of Noble men and Barrons, beſide 
the pretended Biſhops , who had no commiſſion from any Pref- 
byterie, Inthe fourth Seſſion of this prerended Aſſembly iris plain- 
ly aid, That the Noble men and Barrons came to it by the Kings 
direction, | | 

The voting of the commiſſioners was not free : for by the Kings 
Letter to the Aſſembly they were threatned , and ir. was declared 
that their conſent was not needfull ro any a& to be made there: 
The King might doe it by his own power , yet they were allur- 
ed to vore by a promiſe rhat their goad ſervice info doing ſhould 
be remembred and rewarded thereafter, 

"The principall a&s which were made , were ſer down verbatim in 
the privic conference, which chiefly confiſted ofthe Kings Com- 
miloner and pretended Biſhops , and only read to: be ratified in 
the Aſſembly. | 

| Sundrie miniſters then preſent, doe now declare, rhatthey knew V. 
the miniſters who voted the wrong way, to have reccived their 
preſent reward, and that money was largely dealt unto them. 


— typ 


Reaſons for antwlling the pretended 
Aſſembly « Abe Sine e. 1626. 

+ x * Here was no election of a Moderatour : bue that place uſur-, 7. 
ped by ts: proecte:ihog. 09 Jr POT 7 LNG | 

The indiion of that pretended Aﬀleabſy vea airmog re” Il. 
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before the holding of it : ſo that the Presbyrerics and burghes could 
not be prepared for ſending their comm : which cauſedrhe 
abſence of many Presbyreries and fourtie fourc Burghes. Kt 
There weretweatie five noble-men,and gentle-men , vorers with.” .* 
out commiſſion from the Kirk. M*. William Struthers voted- tor 


the Presbyterie of Edinburgh , yet had no commiſſion there-from: 


The commiſſion being given by that Presbyreric to otherthree, as © 
the ſaid Commiſſion regiſtrat inthe books ofthe Presbyrtery beareth. ' 
And whereas there ſhould be but one. Commiſſioner from every 
burgh, except -Edinbergh , to the Aſſembly; at this pretended Af: 
embly, there were two Commilsioners from Glaſgow , two from 
Comper , two from S*, Andrews : whereas there were na ruling EI- 
ders having commiſſion from their Presbyrerics at thar Aſſembly, 
When the ads of that pretended aſſembly were written, the 
Biſhop of $*. Andrews with his own hand did interline, adde, change, + 
vitiate , dire to be extrated or not extracted ,. as þe pleaſed : as 
the ſcrolls themſelves ſeen, doe ſhow ; wherefore the Clerk did 
not regiſtrat the as of that Aﬀſembly,inthe books of Aſſemblies, 
as may be eaſily ſeen by the blank in the regiſter left for them re- 
maining unfilled. | 


—_—_S_—_— 


— — 


The nullitie of the pretended Afſem- 


bly at Saint Andrews, 161 7, 
E23S$Here is nomention of it in the regiſter of the Aſſemblies, 
5 4 & and ſo-rio-warrand for their commilsions, their Modera« 
£29:69 rour or Clerk. ; | | 
' The indiQtion of it was ſo unformall, that as the ſcroll declar- 
cth, agreat part of the Commilsioners from Synods, Burrows,and 
gentle-men, would not be preſent... 4 | 

TheKings Majeſtic in his lerter to Perths Aſſembly, acknow. * 
ledgeth it was/bur a meeting , whercin diſgrace was offered to © 
his Majeſtic, | -: 

The former corruptions of 'the foure preceeding Aſſemblies -> 
had their confluence 1n this and the ſubſequent Aſl bly, 'S 


_—_— - = 


== 
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Reaſons for, annulling the pretended 
Aſcembly , bolden at Perths, 26.1 8. 


Aſſembly was indiQed but twentie dayes before the holds ? 

ing oF it: and all parties requifie received not'a c 

ment, as; by their abſence, The untimous indifting 

of it, is cleared by Presbyretic books. *. 94730 _— 
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There was no election of the Moderatour, as was accuſtomed 
to be in lawfull Afﬀemblics; The tegilter cleerh this.” 4 

No formall eleQion of their new Clerk: 

There Rn day abſcne , viz, Orkney 


3 even 
had no Commiſion from the Kirk. n] Barons; en forconſticyd- 
an of Aſſemblies, ordfifieth every Burgh to have but one'Commil- 
fioner, except Edinburgh, have two (AR at Deed, 
159 7) yet in that kd Aﬀmbly ,Perth had thret' Com 
ſioners, Dexdic had two, Glaſgow had” rwo, and St. Akdrews had 
rwo : Of the Burghes chere were thirrie fix abſene: And fot ru 
Elders, there were none at all wich commiſsion from ,rheir P 
byteries. All rheſe things are clearcd by therecords bf hp pre- 
tended Aſſemblie. 
The Commiſcioners from ſome Presbyteries exceeded their - 
ber , preſcribed in thea at Dandie, x 5 97: for the Presbyteri 
of Arbreth were foure Commiſſioners, and foure forthe Precbyre- 
ric of Awughter-erdoxr : "Beſide theſe that were heard to vor, having no 
contuliion at all,and ſome who had comthiſſipn were 
were not enrolled,but others put in their place 'withour commiſſon. 
ondudarhere, before the preended Aﬀembly. 7, in 2dwbergh, 
'c re t io h 
S*, Andrews , and other cathedrall Charc Fall 
_ kneeling at the” Conimariisn. Ti ther volces — 
by their praiſe of rheſe articles before condemned b ' the 
and therefore tlicy ſhould have been ſecluded from + 
Tal kwfull Aſſemblies,the voicing ſhould be free ::Bur inthis 
pretended Aſſembly there were no free voicitgy for the voicers were 
threatned eo voice «ffirmativ?,under no lefſe pain nor the wrath of 
authoritſe, impriſoament, baniſhment., deprivation of miniſters, 
and urter ſubverſion of the ſtate Yea, it was plainly profeſſed, thar 
neither reaſoning , tiorthe nuniber of voices ſhould carie the mar- 
ter away: le yrnemunnemyr ewkr Amnomy monroe Aeon 
old reverend brethren-of the miniſtery now preſent. 
Inall _—_ aſonblite, che the grounds nora ad 
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Againſt the wolesfoll' oxthes Logs = 
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xdable coaltirurioas oh.t his Kick, 
which CT ns rfully |, burmaſt-ſtand 
No be _—_—, and 79 way obl <2? - Acne ills 
lareth,thar the power of Presbyterics, provi 
'and Aſſemblies, hath been unjuſtly ſuppreſieg, but-never 
law rp And therefore that it hah : nk _ 
/ unto notwithſtanding poiar anjutly objeced hyre 
Prelats torhecontrare, ro —_ ſuſpend, or deprive 
refpefFve within their bounds, upon relevant complaints ſuficiently 
proven z tochooſe their own Moderatours ,and tq cxecure all the 
parts of Seatical juriſdition according to their own. limits 


TPO by che Kirk.; 


nf "Ae Sel. | if + Diznuber 6. LPR ID. 


nth of Canons,book of 
; Or and the high Commiſzion. || 


PRE, cAfembly having diligentl conſidered the book of comd- 

E monprayer , lately obr aponthe reformed Kirk wirh- 
& RY inthis Realme, bothin reſpe& of the manner of the introdug- 
a and in refpe& of the marrer whichic containerh , find- 

that it hath been deviſed and broughr in bythe pretended Pre. 
lats , withourdire&tionfrom the Kirkz and prefſed upon miniſters 
without warrand fromthe Kirk ,tobc univerſally caivedts the on- 
ly farme of divine ſervice ,under all higheſt paines, both: &ivill and 
eccleſiaſticall andthebook it ſelf, befide the popyſh frame and forms 
indivine worſhip, tocontaine marry popifh errours and i 
andthe.ſceds of manifold and groftt ſuperſtition'and idolattie: Thi 
Aſcmbly thereforeall im one voice;hathrejeRed;, and condemned 
and by theſe preſents doch rejettand condemine” the ſaid book , not 
only as ilepally introduced, bur alſo as tothede 
diſcipline and order of this reformed+ Kirk, to the confe? 
_ conſtirurions of general]. Aﬀſemblies; "and a&ts of 
eftabliſhing the true Religion's and doth! prohibire the afe 


ne orien 


ter tay nd oF Cav- 


—_ IO howichach been introduced}, fi + 
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Prelars, without warrand or dire- 
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yrerigs , and Sefions formerly eftabliſhed in 67 Kirk, 
Aſſembly all ia 6ne voice! hatty rejeted and con- 
byitheſe profears'dorh "reed -and condemne che 
| to the'confeſRow of 6ar Paith , and repug- 
nanttothe eſtabliſhed government; the book of Diſcipline, and the 
as and conſtirutions-ofour Kirk : prohibirs the uſe and practiſe of 
the ſame; and ordains Pres ro proceed with the cenſure of 
the Kirk againſt all ſuch as ſhal wakſavelſt. | 
The Aſſembly having conſidered the book of cqgſccration.z 
ordination , it ro have been framed by the |; hrs, to ha 
been introduced and prattiſed withour warrazn of ANDY, ith 
civill or ecclefiaſticall: and thar'it cſtabliſheth' oNces in houſe, 
which are not wartanded by the word of God, 2ndare repugnant to 
rhe Diſcipline, andconſtirutions of our Kirk, that iris 2g imped; 
ment -to the carrie 'of fir and-worthie men to the niinitiety., an 
rothe diſcharge ofthicir duric after their entrie , conflitms to the 
ſcipline of our Kirk. Therefore the Aſſembly alt in 6n<Yoice hath 
rexeRed and condemned , and'by theſe preſents doe reject and con- 
demao the faid book zand prohibits the uſe and prattiſe of the ſame: 
And ordaines Presbyreries to proceed with the cenſure ofthe Kirk 
apainſt'all ſuchasſhall | Da 
The Aſſerably, after due tryall having found that the 
Coure'of high Commiſſion , hath been erefteq without 'rhe conſent 
ot procurement of the Kirk, or conſent of the Eſtares in Parliamen 
tharit ſubverterh che juriſdiction and ordinarit judicatorics and Aſ- 
_ ſemblies ofthe Kirk, Seſſions, Presbyteries, provincial! and natio- 
nall Aſſemblies, thar ic is not regulate by lawes civill or eccleſialtj- 
call;;/bur ar rhedifcrerion and arbitrement of the Commiſſioners; 
that giveth cocecleſiaſticall perſons,the Spier of bartrtheſwords, 
and'to perfoas meerly civill,the power of thekeys and Kirk cenſures; 
T the Aſſemblyall in one voice; harh diſallowed and con- 
demned , and by theſe preſents doth difillow and condemae the 
ſaid court, as wnlawfult init felfe, and-prejudiciall tothe liberties 
of Chriſts Kirkand Kingdome , the Kings honour if maintaining 
the eſtabliſhed lawes and judicatories of the Kirk ; aod prohibits the 
uſe and praRiſe of the ſame; and ordaines Presbyreries to proceed 
with che cenfutes of the Kirk, againft all ſuch as ſhall tragſgrefſe, | 
After the ſerious diſtuſſing of the ſeveral Proceſſec,in any Seflione, 
to be mſert ) the following femences were ſotemaly pron, 1 
. "fer Sermen by the Moderatoxs , in the Afembly of Glaſgow, 
© Sefo on, December 13 — 
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4 He generall Aſſembly,having heardthelybels and com- 
> 1855) plaints,gi L 


ſtthis Aſſembly; as 
iven in by the faid 
. gurl by the as 


DIEIPAn t of this Kirk , to be fraughted with in- 

ſolent and di Null ; , lies andcalumnies againſt the lay- 
fullmembers of this ly , proceeded to the cognition of the 
ſaids complaints , and lybels againftchemz and pn 
ofthe breach of the cautivas , agreed uponinthe Aſſembly holden 
at Moxtroſe, Anno 1690, for reſtricting of the miniſter voter an 

| Parliament, from_incroaching upon the liberties and juriſdiction 

of this Kirk, which was ſet dowa with certification of depoſitionin- 

' famic, andexcommunication, ſpecially for receiving of codlecra- 
tion to the office of Epilcopacie, condemned by the confefſion. of 
Faith, and aGts of this Kirk, as having no. warrand, nor foundament 
intlic word of God,and by yerme ofthis uſurped power, and power 
of the high Commillian,, prefſingahe Kirk, with aovations in the 
worſhip of God,and for ſundric herhaynous offences,and cnormi- 
tics, atlength expreſſed, and<learly proven intheir procelſe, and | 
fortheir refuſall to underly the rjall of the reigning flander of 
ſundric other groſle tranſgreſli cr laidto their charges * 
Therefore, the Aſſemuly moved with: zeal to the gloric of, God, 
and purging of his Kirk , hath ordainedthe {aids Biſhops 
to be !, and by theſe preſcats.dath depoſethem, nar only 
of the © ice of Commiſſionarieto vote Inns or 
Convention in ame of the Kirk , buralſo of all funRtions winks | 

pre 2 
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of pretended Epiſcopall or miniſterial calling , declareth'them infa-* 
, mous. And likewiſe ordaineth the ſaids pretended Biſhops to be 
excommaunicate,and declared to be of cheſe whom Chriſt command- 
eth to be holden by all and every one of the faithfull as ethnicks, and 
blicanes; and the ſentence of excommunication to bepronounced 
y Mr, Alexander Henderſon, Moderatour in face of the Aﬀſembly* 
in the high Kirk of Glaſgow: and the ex:curion of the ſentence to 
bee intimar in all rhe Kirks of Scotland by the Paſtours of every 
particular congregation, as they will be anſwerable to their Pre; 
byrerics and Synods,or the next generall Aſſembly , incaſe of the 
negligence of Presbyrteries and Synods, ”* . 


—_ 


k.. _ 
| % 


Sentence of depoſition and excommunication, 
Againſt Mr. Adam Ballantyne, pretended Fiſhop of 
Aberdeen, and M*. Iames Wedderburn 

pretended Biſhop of Dumblane. 


laints given in againſt the foreſaids pretended Biſhops, of 
| Ls , and Daaklg 3s the Presb = of Edinb and 
ſundry Presbyteries withia their pretended Dyocies, and by the 
ſaids Presbyrerics referred to this Aſſembly to be tryed: The faids 
pretended Biſhops being lawfully cited, often-rimes: called-, and, 
not compearing, Þ occeded tothe cognition of the complains and: - 
lybels againſt them , and finding them guiltie of the breach of the 
cautions, agreed upon inthe Aſſembly holdea at Montroſe , Anno 
1600.for reſtricting the miniſter voter in Parliament, from-encroach-, 
ing upon the liberrics and juriſdictions of this Kirk , which was fer 
down with certification of depoſition , infamie and:excommunica- 
tion, ſpecially for receiving conſecration to the othce of Epiſcopa- 
cie, condemned by the confeſſion of Faith, and .ats of this Kirk, - 
as having no warrand nor foundament in the word of God, and by, 


Tu generall Aſſembly , having heard the lybels and-com- 


other groſle r 
ambl moved with: 

th ordained 

preſents dothy 

to rotin Par-' 
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25 Ethaicks and Publicans, andthe ſentence of excommunication 
robe pronounced by Mr. Alexander Henderſon Moderatour , in face 
of the Aſſembly, after Sermon, in the high Kirk of Glsſzow:and thar 
the execution of the ſentence be intimar inall the Kirks within this 
Realme, by the Paſtours of every particular Congregation , as they 
.will be aaſwerable to their Presbyreries and Synods,or the next genes 
rall Aſſembly , iacaſe of thenegligenceof Presbytecies and Synods. 


— 


——_—K. 
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Sentence of depoſicion againſt Maſter 
Iohn Guthry , pretended Biſhop of «Afurray : Mr. 
Tohn Grahame pretended, Biſhop of Orknaj: 
Mr. Tames Fairlie , pretetided Biſhop 
of Liſmoir: M*. Neil Cambell, 
pretended Biſhop of iſles. 


RESI He generall Aſſembly having heard the lybcls and 
CORY complaints given in againſt the forcſaids pretended 
Biſhops , to the Presbyterie of Edinburgh, and ſua- 
ez dric Presbyteries within their Dyocics , and by the 
=o faids Presbyrerics referred to this Aſſembly to bee 
tryed : The ſaids pretended Biſhops being lawfully 
cited , often-times called, and not compearing, proceeded ro the 
cognition ofthe complaints and lybels againſt rhem; and findi 
them guiltie of the breach of the cautions agreed upon in the Al- 
ſembly at Montroſe, Anno 160 9, for reſtriting of the miniſter voter 
in Parliamear , from incroaching upon th& liberties and juriſditions 
of this Kirk, which was ſet down with certification of depoſition,in. 
famie and excommunication ; and eſpecially for _—_ conſe- 
cration to the office of Epiſcopacie condemned by the confeſſion of 
Faith, and aQs of this Kirk, as having no warrand nor foundamentin 
the word of God , and by verrue of this uſurped power, and power 
of the high commiſſion , preſſing the Kirk with novations in the 
worſhip of God; and for their refuſallro uaderly the tryall of the 
| reigning ſlander of ſundrie other grofle cranſhredſons and offences , 
laid to their charge: Therefore the Alſembly , moved with zeal tos 


che gloric of God, and \.-» br Kirk, ordaines the ſaids pre- 
epoſed, 


Biſhops, to bee and by theſe preſents doth depoſe” 
them,not oaly ofthe office of commiſſionarieto vote in Parliament, 
Councet, or convention in natneof the Kirk: Bur alſo of all fanRi- 
ons , whether of pretended Epiſcopall , or miniſteriall calling : And' 
likewiſe incaſe they acknowledge not this Aﬀembly , reverence not 
the conſtitutions , and obey not the ſentence, and make nor 
their —— coaforme tothe order preſcribed by this Aſſem- 
bly,ordaines them to be excommunicated, and declared to beeof 
thele whom Chriſt commandeth to beholden by all and every one 

t 
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bf the faichfull as Ethnicks and Publicanes : and the ſentence of ex- 
communication tobe pronounced upontheir refuſall,inthe Kirks ap- 
pointed, by any of theſe who are particularly named, to have the 
charge of trying their repentance or umpenitencic ; and that the 
exccution of this ſentence 4 intimate a0 wo Kirks within this 
Realme by the Paſtours of every particular Congregation, as t 
will beanſwerable ro their Ard. and Synods, or the > 
—__ Aſſembly ; incaſe of negligence of the Presbyrteries and 
Syn $+ 


Sentence of depoſition againſt M aiſter 
Alexander Lindſay prerended Bithop of Dwnkell. 


He generall Aſſembly having heard the com- 
plaint and lybel given inagainſt M*, {Hlex- 
ander Lindeſay pretended Biſhop of Dankell, 
tothe Presbytery of Edinburgh, and ſindry 
Presbyteries of his pretendedDyocie,and by 
the Presbyreries edrothis Aſſemnbly to 
be tryed: The ſaid pretended Biſhop being 
lawfully as; moet? - _ f FO 

ng; but by a letter of excuſe ſubmirting 
himſelfrotheA ſembly, proceeded ro. the cognition of the complaint 
and lybell it ſelfe againſt him, and finding him guiltie of the breach 
of the cautions agreed upon in the Aſſembly holden at Montroſe, 

Amno 1600, for reſtricting the miniſter voter in parliament, from-en- 

croaching upon the liberties and juriſditions of this Kirk , which 

was ſet down with certification otdepoficion, infamie and excom- 
munication, eſpecially for receiving conſecration to the office of 

Epiſcopacie condemned by the confeſſion of Faith , and ats ofthis 
Kirk , as having no warrand nor foundament inthe word of God, 
and by vertue of this uſurped power, and power of the high Com- 
miſſion, preſſing rhe Kirk with novations in the worſhip of, God: 

Therefor-the Aſſembly moved with zeal to the glory of God, and 
purging of this Kirk, hath ordained rhe ſaid M*, Alexander to bee 

depoſed , andby theſe preſents depoſcth him, from the pretended 

Epiſcopall funion, and from the office of commiſhonarie tovyoreinr 

Parliament, Councell or Convention in name of the Kirk, and doth 

fuſpend hin from all miniſterial funRion, and providing he ac-. 

knowledge this Aſſembly ,, reverence the conſtitutions of it , and 
obey this ſentence, and make his repen conforme to the order. 
en ; Sofia him in as - ie of S', Madeze ; 20g, 

ikewiſe, if heacknowledge not this Aſſembly , revercace not the 

conſtirations of, and oder not the ſentence , and make. his 1 

rance , conforme to the oxder preſcribed by this Aſſembly, ordains 

himto be exrommunicart , i hy nas to bee one of thaſe mom 

; r 
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Chriſt commandeth to bee holden by all andevery one of the faith- 
full, asan Erhnick and Publicane, andthe fenrence of excommuni- 
cation to be pronounced upon his refuſal , inthe Kirks appointed, 
by one oftheſe whoare, particularly named, ro have the charge of 
erying his repentance or impenirencie, and thar the exccution of this 
ſentence be intimate in all the Kirks wichinthis Realme, by che Pa- 
ſtours of every particular congregation , asthey will be anſwerable 
to their Presbyteries and Synods, or the next generall Aſſcmbly, 
incaſc of the negligence of Presbytaries, and Synods. 


TE —— 


Sentence of depoſition againſt Maſter 
Tohn Abernethie pretended Biſhop of Cathres. - 


He generall Aſſembly having heard the lybell and complaine 

given in againſt Mr, 1ohn Abernethie ptetended Biſhop of Cath- 

mes to the Presbytery of Adinburgh ,and ſundry Presbyreries 
withinhis Dyocie: And by the ſaids Presbyreries, referred to rhis 
Aſſembly to be tryed : The ſaid prerended Biſhop bing lawfully> 
Cited, often-times called , and not compearing , but by his lerter of 
excuſe upon his ſickneſſe, proceeded ro the cognition of the com- 

laint and1ybell it ſelfe againſt him, and finding him guiltic of the 
reach ofthe cautions , agreed upon inthe Afſembly holden at Mon- 
troſe , Anno 1600. for reſtrifting the miniſter voter in Parli | 
from encroaching upon the liberties and juriſdictions of this Kirk, 
which was ſet down with certification of depoſition , infamic and 
excofmunicarion, ſpecially for receiving conſecration to the office 
of Epiſcopacie , condemaed by the confeſſion of Faith , and as of 
this Kirk,as having no warrand nor foundamentin the word of God, 
and by vertue ofhis uſurped power, and power of the high Com- 
miſſion, preſſing the Kirk with novations in the worſhip of God: 
Therefore the aſſembly moved with zealto the glorie of God, and 
purging ofthis Kirk , hath ordained the ſaid M*. ohn to be depoſed; 
and by theſe preſents depoſeth him from the pretended Epiſcopall 
funRion , and from the office of Commiſſionary to vore 1a Parlia- 
ment, Councel,or convention,in name ofthe Kirk,and doth ſuf 
him from the migiſteriall funRion. And providing he acknowledge 
this Aﬀſembly, reverencethe conſtitutions of it, and obey the ſen- 
ta1ce , and make his repentance conformero the order preſeribatby 
this Aſſembly, will admit himto the miniſterie ofa particular flock; 
andlikewiſe, incaſe he acknowledge notthis — noc 
the conſtitutions of it, and make his repen conforme tothe or- | 
der preſcribed by this Aſſembly , ordains him to beexcommuaicate, 
and declared to be one of theſe whom Chriſt commandcth to bee 
holden by all and every one of the Faithfull as an Ethnick and Pu. 
blicane: andthe ſentence of excommunicationto be pronounced up- 
on 
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02 his refuſal in the Kirks appointed , by one of rheſe who are par+ 
ticularly named to have this charge oftrying his repentance os im- 
penirencie, and that the ex2cution of this ſentence be intunar in all 
the Kirks withinthis Realme, by the Paſtoars. of every particular 
Congregation, as they will be an[werabl> ro their Presbyreries and 
Synods , or thenexr generall Aſſembly, incaſe of the acgligence of 
Presbyrerizs and Synods. 


PET 


Ac of the Aſſembly atlaſgow Sell. 6. 


December 8. 1638. Declaring Epiſcopacie to havebeen 
abjured by the Confeſsion of Faith, 1580. 
And to be removed out of this Kirk. 


He Aſſembly taking to their m5ſt grave atid ſerious conſtde- 
| ration, firſt the unſpeakable goodneſle, and great mercy of 
GoJ1, manifeſted to this Nation, inthar ſoneceſſaric , ſodiffi- 
cult, aad (o excellent and divine work of reformarioa,, which was 
at laſt brought to ſuch pzrfeRion, thar this Kirk was reformed , nor 
only indoctrine and worſhip, but allo afcer many conferences and 
publick reaſonings in dirers nationall Afſemblies , joyned with fo- 
lemne humiliations and prayers ro God , thedifcipline and govern- 
ment of the Kirk , asthe hedge and guard of rhe dofrine and wor. 
ſhip, was preſcribed actordind to the rule of Gods word, if the 
book of Policic and Diſcipline, agreed upon in the Aſſembly 1598. 
and inſert in the regiſter r 5 8x; eſtabliſhed by chea&ts of Aſſem< 
blics, by the confeſſon of Faith ; ſworn and ſubſcribed, at the di- 
rectian of the Aﬀſembly , and by cont nuall praRiſe of this Kirk: 
Secondly, that by mens ſceking theirown things, and notthe things 
of Teſus Chriſt ; divers novationshave been introduced to the great 
diſturbance ofthis Kirk, ſo firmly once compacted, and totheen- 
dangering of Religion , and many grofleevils obtruded 7 rorhe ut- 
ter undoing of the work of reformation, and change of the whole 
formeof worſhip and face of this Kirks Thirdly, that all his Maje® 
ſties SubjeRs borh Eccleſiaſticalband civil, being withour conſetit of 
the Kirk, commanded toreceive wirhreverence a new book of com- 
mon prayer, as the only forme ro be uſed in Gods publick worſhip, 
and che contraveeners robe condignely cenſured yand puniſhed-, and+ 
afcer many ſupplications and complaints, mg no othev-way = 
for the pr2ſeryation of Religion were moved by 
by neceflitie, to renewrhe nationall Covenant of this Kirk, and'King-"" 
dome, whichthe Lord fince hath blefſed from.heaven; and roo fub-" 
ſcribe the Confeſsion of Faith , withran applicationthereofAbjuring —. 
thegreat evils wherewiththe now prefſe&; and ſuſpending.—_. 
the practiſe of all novations Fr imroduced; till chey ſhould + -f 
beerryedin afree generall Aſſembly ; Laſtly ,rharſome of his\Ma-" 
feltics Subjects of fuadrie ranks, 7 hs. mY 4 
| OT: 1 
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mentſubſcribed and renewed the confeſſion of. Faith , without the 
formerapplication , andthar both rhe one andthe other ſubſcribers 
have ſubſcribed the ſaid Confeſſion of Faith in this year, as ir was 
profeſſed, and according tothe meaning that it had in this Kinzdome, 
when it was firſt ſubſcribed 1581. and afterward, Th: Afſembly 
therefore, both by the ſubſcription of his Majeſtics high Commiſsie- 
ner, andofthe Lords of ſecret Councel, Seprem, 22. 1638. And by 
the acts of Councel, of thedate foreſaid, bearing that they ſubſcrib. 
cd the ſaid Confeſſion, and ordaining all his Majcſties Liedges to 
ſubſcribethe ſame , according to the foreſaid date and rennour, and 
as it was then profeſſed within this Kingdome, as likewiſe by the 
Proteſtation of ſome of the Senatours of the Colledge of juſtice, 
whenthey were required to ſubſcribe, and by the many doubtings 
_ offtits Majeſties good Subjects, eſpecially becauſe the ſubſcribers of 
the Confeſſion in February 1638. are bound to ſuſpend the appro- 
bation ofthe corruptions ofthe government ofthe Kirk, till they be 
trycd inafreegenerall Aſſembly; finding ir proper for them, and 
moſt neceſſary and incumbenttothem, ro give out the true meaning 
thereof as it was at firſt profeſſed , That all his Majeſtics. SubjeRts in 
a matter ſoimporcant ; as is the publick Confeſſion of Faith, ſo ſo- 
lemnely ſworn and ſubſcribed, may be of one minde,and one hearr, 
and have full ſatisfaction to all their doubts, and thar the poſteritie 
afterward may be fully perſwaded of the true meaning thereof , after 
carneſt calling uponthe name of God, fo religiouſly arreſted in the 
ſaid Confeſſion; haveentercd intoa diligent ſearch of the regiſters 
of the Kirk , and books of the generall Aſſembly, which the greateſt 
part ofthe Aſſembly had notſeenbefore; and whichby the ſpeciall 
providence of God were preſerved, brought to their hands, and 
publickly acknowledged to bee aurhentick, and have found rhar in 
thelatter confeſſion of the Kirk of Scotland; We profeſle , that we 
deteite all traditions b into the Kirk without , or azainit the word 
of God, and dofFrinef this reformed Kirk : Next, we abhorre and de- 
teſte all contrarie religion and doctrine, but chiefly , All kinde of papiftry 
in generall , and particular heads , 45 they were then damned and confuted 
by the word of God, and Kirk of Scotland , when the ſaid Confeſion 
was ſworn and ſubſcribed, Anno 1580. and 1581. 1590, nd 1591. 
Thirdly , that we detefte the Romane Antichriſt , his worldly munar-" 
chie , and nicked hierarchie : Fourthly , that we joyn our ſelves to this 
reformed Kirk in Dottrine, Faith , Religimm, and diſcipline , pronifing. 
and fwearing by the great name of GOD , that we ſhall continue 1m the | 
Dottrine and Diſcipline of this Kirk , and defend the ſame according ts 
our vocation and power, all the dayes of our life, Y 
Bue ſoit is that Epiſcopall government is abhorred and deteſted, - 
and the government by Miniſters ders, in Afſemblics generall 
and provinciall; and Presbytcries was ſwornto, and ſubſcribed ' 
in ſubſcribing rhar- Confeſſion , and oughe to be holden by us, if 
we adhere tothe ing of the Kirk, when that C was 


framed, ſworn to, and ſubſcribed zunto which we are on_ by 
the na- 
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the nationall oath and ſubſcription of this Kirk, as is evident by 
the acts ofgenerall Aſſemblies, agreed borh before , at, and 
after the {wearing and ſubſcribing ofthe ſaid Confeſion,in the years 
above-mentioned, and the book of policie agreed upon inthe Afſem- 
bly which was holden at Edinborgh the twentic foure of {pril, and 
ewentie foure of 0ober, Anno 1578. Inſerr in the regiſter of the 
Kirk, by ordinance of the Aſſembly holdenat Gloſgow r58r. and to 
be ſubſcribed byall Miniſters, that then did bear, or thereafter were 
to bear office in this Kirk, by ordinance of th? Aſſembly holden 
the fourthof ſuguſt at Edinburgh 1590, And at Edinborgh the ſe- 
cond of 7uly 1591. bur ſpecially inthe 2, 3. 4+ 6. 7. and 11 chap- 
ters of the ſaid book, 

The Biſhops beingtollerax from the year 1572. till the Aſſembly , 
holden in Auguf r575.And allthis time the Aſſembly being wearied 
with complaints made againſt them, did enter in ſearch of the office 
it ſclfe, and did agree in this, thatthe name of a Biſhop is common to 
every one of them that hath a particular flock , over which he hath a 
particular charge , as well ro preach the word, as to miniſter the Sa- 
craments, 

Ar the next Aſſembly which was holden in April 1576. Such Bi- 
ſhops were cenſured as had not taken them to a particular flock, In 
the generall Aſſembly conveened in April the year of Gol 15 78. 
Seſl. 4. Intimation was made as followeth, 

For ſo much as the heads of the policie "being concluded and agreed 


pon inthe lait Afiembly, by the mo the brethrew* certain of the 
Traded hall <a Tbs in de diaconatu,whereupon farther 
reaſoning was reſerved to this Aſſembly : It is therefore required , if any 
of the brethren have any reaſonable or argument to propene, that 

be ready the morow , and then ſhall be heard and reſolved. Inithe 6. 
Seſl. April 26. A the ordinance made the day before ; 


all perfons that had any doubt or argument ro propone, were re- 
quired to propone the fame: but neuvellibed to propone any argu- 
ment onthe contr | | 
In the Aſſembly holden ar Edinburgh, in Odttober 1578, It was 
ſhowen by the Moderatour thereof tothe noble-men, who were pre- 
ſent, viz. My Lord Chancelowr,che Earle of Momroſe, my Lord Seaton, 
and my Lotd Lindſay,What care and ſtudy the A fembly had taken to en. 
tertain and keep the puritie of the ſincere word of God , wnntixed with the 
inventions of their own heads , and to preſerveit to the poiteritie hereaf- 
ter , and ſeeing that the tree AED able to continue nor endure = 
long without 4 g00d Diſcipline and policit, in that part alſ# have they im- 


ployed their wit and ftudie and drawen forth out of the pure fountain of 


Gods word, «h « Diſcipline as is meet to rexwain in the Kirk, | 
In the Aſſembly , the ſpeciall corruptions were ſet down, 
whichthey craved fuch of the Biſhops-as ſubmit themſelves 
to the Aſſembly ro remove; with promiſe, thar if the generall AC. 
ſembly hereafter ſhall finde farther corruptions in the ſaid-eſtatc, 
then hitherto are exprefſed , that they beevntent GENE 
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the ſaid Aſſembly, according to the word'of Got!;, when they ſhall 
. be required rherero, Firſt , That they be comenttobee Paſtours and Mi. 
mters of one flock : That they uſurpe no criminull juriſdiction, That 
vote not in Parliament in name of the Kirk , without Commiſion from 
Kirk : That they takenot up for the maintenance of their am51tton and rig. 
ronſpeſſe, the emoluments of the Kirk , which may ſuſtain many. Paſtours, 
the Schools, and the poore; but be content with reaſonable livings according 
to their of fice : That they claime nat to themſelves the titles of Lords tem. 
porall , neither uſurpe temporall juriſdidions ,whereby they are abftratted 
from their of fice: That they empyre not above the particular Elderſhips, bus 
be ſubjett tothe ſame : That they uſurpe not the power of the Presbyteries, 
The queſtion being proponed by the, Synod of Zeuthian in the 
Aſſcmbly holden in Ily x 579. anenta generall order to be taken for 
crefting of Presbyteries in places where publick exerciſe is uſed, 
untilltherimethe policic of the Kirk be eſtabliſhed by a lay : lr is 
anſwercd , Theexerciſe may be judged to be « Presbyterie. In the AC. 
ſembly holdenat DardieinIuly 1580. Sell.” 4. The office of a Bi- 
ſhop was aboliſhed by a particular act ; as appearcrh by the tengour 
of the at following. | 
, Fer ſo mach as the office of 4 Biſhop , as it is now uſed an4 commonly 
taken withinrhis Realme hath no ſure warrand, authoritic, nor good ground 
inthe ocriptures , but is brought in by the foly and corruption of mans 
, inventions , to the great overthrow of the Kirke of God, the whole 
» Aſembly of the Kirk in one woice,, after libertie given to all men to 
» reaſon in the matter , none 1pponing himſelf in defending the ſaid pre. 
, tended of fice , findeth and declureth the ſaid pretended of fice , uſed and 
termed , as ts above ſaid, unlawfull in the ſelfe , as having neither 
»ſoundament , ground, nor warrand in the word of God , and ordaineth 
» that all ſuch perſons, as brook or ſhall brook hereafter the ſaid office, ſhall 
; be charged ſimply to dimit , quite , and leave off the ſame , 4s as of fict 
» whereunto they are not called of God : and ſuch like , to deſiſt and ceaſe 
: {rom all preaching , miniſtration of the Sacr aments , or uſing any "7 the 
» of fice of paitours , while they recerve de novo, Abs[cion from the ge. 
ynerall Aſſembly , under the ptin of excommunicaftan to be uſed a;ainſt 
them , wherein if they be found diſobedient , or cotraditt this att tm any 
» point , the ſentence of excommunication , after due ahmonition, to be exe- 
, cute ag ainif them. | , 19 
In the ſame Aſſembly 'holden Anno 1380. Sel. 10, This article 
was appointed. to be proponed to the King and Councel,, that the 
book of policie-might be cſtabliſhed by an a of privie Councel, , 
while 4 Parliament be holden , at which it might be confirmed by alaw,  .\ 
The extentofthe act made at Dundie,was interpreted and explains , 
cd in the Aſſembly , holden at Glaſzow, in Aprit 5 1581,Sdf., 6. a7 
followeth, ; b,  arigt ade nt, 
, Anent the at made in the Aſſembly holden at Dundic 47ainft Biſhops, .. 
, Becauſe ſome difficultic epprared to ſome brethren toariſe ont of th wed 
, [office ] contained in the {aid att , what ſhould be meaned therchy,, The-- 
z Afembly conſiſting for the moſt pert of ſuch as woted , and were preſent ri 
; f 
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: the Aembly at Dundie ; 19 take away the ſaid difficultic, reſolving wpon 


" the true meaning and underſtanding of the ſaid act declare that they mean. 
, ca wholly to condemne the whole eſtate of Biſhops , as they are now in Scot- 
, land,ond rhat the ſame was the determination and concluſion of the 4 
, bly at this time, becauſe ſome brethren doubted, ,vhether the former at was 
, tobe anderſtood of the (piricuall funRiononly, and others alledzed, that 
, he whole office ofa Biſhop as it was »ſed,was damnable, and that by the 
, ſad act, the Biſhops ſhould be charged to dimit the ſame : This Aſſembly 
, declareth that they m:aned wholly to condemme the whole eſtate of Biſhops, 
, 4s they were then in Scotland , and that this was the meaning of the 
Aſſembly , at that time. | 

The Kings Commiſcioner preſented to this Aﬀembly the confe(. 
fion of Faith, ſubſcribed by the King , and his houſhold, norlong 
before,togerther with a plot of the Presbyreries tobe erected , which 
is regiſtratein the books of the Aﬀembly, with a lerrer ro be direQed 
from his Majeſtic ro the noblc-men and genile-men of the Coun- 
trey, for the erection of Presbyreries, coaliſting of Paſtours, and 
Elders, and diſſolution of Prelacies , and with an offer to ſer for- 
ward thepolicie untill it were eſtabliſhed by Parliament. The Kings 
letter ſubſcribed by his hand , rothe Noble-men, and Geatle-men 
was readin open audience of the whole Aſſembly, 

This Aſſembly ordained thebook of Policie to be infert in the re- 
giſter by rheaR following. 
» For as much as travels havebecntaken inthe framing of the policie of 
; the Kirk , and diverſe ſuirs have been made tothe Magiftrat + 
; bation thereof ,which yer have not taken the happie effefF, which g 
, wonld wiſh , yet that the poFteritie may judze well of the preſent age , and 
, of the meaning of the Kirk , The Aftembly hath concluded , that the book 
, of Politie agreed to, in diverſe Afemblies before, ſhould be regiſtrat in 
, the att; of the Kirk , and remaine therein ad perperuam rei memoriam: 
, Andthe coppies thereof to be taken t0 every Prezbyterie:Of which book the 
; tennour followeth , exc. a | 

Immediatly afterthe inſerting of the book of Policie, calledthere- 
the book of Diſcipline, the Aſſembly ordained that the confefſion of 
of Faith be ſubſcribed as followeth. ak. 
» Anenttheconfeſvion of Faith lately ſet forth by the Kings Majeſtie, 
; nd ſubſcribed by his highneſie: The Aſembly in one voive acknow ; 
; the ſaidC, 10m tobe 4 true, Chriſtian and withfull confeſſion, robee 
» 4preed wnto by ſuch as truly profeſe Chriſt , and have 4 care of Re- 
}ligion, and the tennour thereof tobe followedout efaldly as the ſamine © 
, laid out in tht ſaid Proclonation, wherein that Diſcipline ts {wort oy 
| In the generall Aﬀembly holden at Edinburgh in 0vber 1557, 
Sel. 10. Mr, Robert ponder is accuſed for teaching that Di- 
ſciplineis a thing indifferent. Sefſ.. 23. The Aſſembly gavecommil- 
ſion rothe Presbyteric of Stirling, ro charge M*, Robert guru ua, 
ro continue in the miniſteric of Ss not tom any 9- 
ther office of function ofthe Kirk, namely inaſpyring to the — 
rick of Glaſzow,againſt the word of God,andadts of the Kirk,under 
the pain of excommunicatioh, In 
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* Intheſame Aſſembly iris acknowledged that the eſtare of Biſhops * 
is condemned by the Kirk , commflion forereRion of moe Presby- 
teries was renewed : and anew ordinance made for ſubſcribing the 
confeſſion of Faith,, and ro procced againſt whatſoe vcr perſons that 
would not acknowledge and ſubſcribe the ſame. 

In the Aſſembly holden in.April 1582. there was a new com- 
miſſion for erection of Presbyteries., wherenone was as yer creed} 

. Mr. Robert Montgomerie, pretending to be Biſhop of Glaſgow was or- 
dained to bedepoſedand excommunicat , except hee gave evidenr 
tokens of repentance, and promiſe to ſuperſeed , which he did nor: 
and therefore he was excommunicat ſhortly after , according to the 
ordinance of this Aſſembly. | 

Jathegenerall Aſſembly holden at Edinburgh 1582. The gene. 
rall Aſſembly gave commiſſion to ſome Presbyreries, totry and cen- 
ſure ſuch as were called Biſhops, for the great ſlander ariling by their 
impunitie, Commiſſion was given at this Aſſembly ro preſent ſome 
articlesro the Councel and Eſtates, for approving and — 
by their authoritic the Presbyreries , the Synodall, arid gencrall Af- 
ſemblies. In the 19. Seſf. The Aſſembly declared , that no Biſhop 

nay fit upon the Councell in name ofthe Kirk, 

n the Aſſembly holden Anno x 5 8 6. Theſe two articles were 
agreed upon. Firſt: It i found that all ſuch as the Scripture appointeth 
governours of the Kirk , to wit paſtours, Dottowrs , and Elders, 
conveen to the generall Aſſemblies , and vote in Eccleſiaiticall matters, 
Secondly:There are foure of fice bearers ſet down to us by the Scriptures, to 
wit, Paſtours, Dottours, Elders, and Deacons and the name of Biſhop ought 
not to be taken as it hath been in time of Papiftrie , but s common to all Pag 
ftowrs , and Miniſters, 

Inthe Aﬀembly holden Anno 1587. Sell. 8. It was ordained that 
the admiſſion of Mr, Robert Montgomerie by the Presbyreric of Glaſ- 
gow, ſuppoſe ro the temporalicic of the Bifhoprick only , be andone | 

. and annulled with ali poible diligence,tothe cffe& flander might be 
removed from the Kirk. In Sefl. 15. M*. Robert Pont (hewed the 
Kings preſentation to the Biſhoprick of Cathnes,& defiredthe judge- 
ment of the Aſſembly. The Aſſembly intheir letrer to the Kings 
Majeitie, declaredthart they judged the ſaid M*, Robert to be a Biſhop | 
already, accorditigto the doctrine of S*, Pa#l : Burastothat corrupt 
eſtate or office, of theſe who have been termed Biſhops heretofore, 
they found it not agreeable to the word of God, and that ic hatty 
been damned in diverſe Aſſemblies before. | 

 atheiaſtruſtions giventoſuch as were appointed to wait upon 
the Parli it was ordained inthe ſame Afembly Sel. i 7, That 

they be carcfullchar nothing be admired prejudiciall-to' the liberties 

of this Kirk,as it was concluded according to theword of Godigthe | 
generall Aſſemblies, preceeding the year x584 , bur preciſely toſeek 

the ſame to bee ratified in the Aſſembly, holden in 3roch 1589. 

where the articles were made for ſubſcribing the conſeffion-of : 

Faith with the generall band , it was ordainedasfolloweths.''1 | | 

| | FO 


—_ 

; comfort the ſaid Kirkintheſaidmatter, 

In the Aſſembly holden ry 9 o, when tlic confefſiort of Faith 
was- ſubſcribed univerſally de wove, a' ratificarion' of the libers 
tics of the Kirk; "in her juriſdiction, diſcipline ; Presbyreries, 
Synods , and genetall Aſſemblies, and an abrogation of all things 
contrarie thexeunto; was ordained ro be ſgaghr both ofche Councel 
and. Patliament;'-In che next Seſſion ir was ordained that the book 
of diſciptine, ſpecially rhe conroverted heads, ſhould be ſubſcribed 
by all Miniſters thatbear, or hereafter was to bear officeinthis Kirk, 
and tharthey be charged by the Presbyrteries ,; under thee pain of cx- 
communication: Seeing the word of God carinot be keeped in ſin- 
cerity , unleſſe the holy Diſcipline be preſerved. The Presbyrerics 
were ardainedyro' ger a coppic-under the Clerks hang; there were 
ſundrie coppics ſubſcribed by rhe Miniſters in the Presbyreries yer 
_— as Hadingtouw, Dumfermiing , 8&c. prodaced before the Af- 

» em yY, ; = 

lathe Aſſembly 15 91. Sell. 4. The former a anent the ſubſcrip.. 
tion to the book of Policre is renewed, and apenaltic impoſtd upon 
the Moderatour , incafe itbenor put in execution... l 

In the Aﬀembly 22. May 1592. Sell. 2; Theſe articles were' 
drawen up, That the atts of Parliament mate 584 ageinfirhe diſcipline, 
libertit and eutheritie of rhe Kirk be annulled , and the ſamine dfeiphine, 
whereof the. Kirk hath been in pratiſe, pretiſely ratified. That Abbots, | 
Pryors, and other Prelats Pretending the title of the Kirk , be not ſuffered 
in time comming. Inthe 11 Seffion the number of the Presbyrerics 
were given up, and inſert inthe Parliament immediatly following... 
The fifth of ane 1592; The liberti ume ors yer yes of 
the true Kirk , in her Sefhons, Presbyreries, generalf 
Aſſemblies, is largely ratified ,as the ſamine was uſed, and exerciſed' 
omg realme , and all the oo - /urey a The 

ings prerogative declared not to judiciall to t pri- 
viledges grounded uponthe word of God, the former commitſions 
to - 15h reſcinded, andall INI 
to Presbyteries,according tothe diſcipline ofchis Kirk. 4*#»9 1595. 
The book of Policic with other acts is ratified and ordained robe 
prunred, ? 4/63 

It was alſo cleared that Epiſcopacie was condemieed in theſe words | 
of the Confeſſion, Hrs vvicxsy Hrzzancuts. Forthe Popilh j,gpofrio, 
Hierarchie doth conſiſt of Biſhops, Presbyrers , and Deacons, that is mum que- 
baptizing and preaching Deacons:for ſoiris dererminedin the coun- ledge 

' delatarum 


B 


9 | 
determinationi [arr a Synodh tridentine: The propoſition was defettive, 
——_—_—— presbyrers and Deacons; tt,was cenſured 
as redundant , becauſe ir made the Hierarchie to confift of the' Pope 
Cardinals, Archbiſhops , and regulars ; the Pope is notwithin the Are. 
rarchie;primats ynetropolztancs,and Archbiſbops butas they are Brlops., 
Furthermore, this Hierarchie is diſtinguiſhed inthe confeſſion from 
Popes monarchie. And howbeitthis Hierarchie' be called che Antichriits 
Hierarchie,yet it is not to diſtinguiſh betwixtthe Hierarchie nthepow 
piſh Kirk , and any -otheras lawfull:-But the Hierergbic , wherefgs/ 7 
ever itis,is cafled his , as the reſt of the popiſh.corruptions arccalle* = 
his: To wit, Invocation of Saints , canonization of. Saints , dedication 
of altars, &e. arecalled his, not that there is another lawtull ca-- 
nonization, invocation , ordedication of altars; whatſoever cor- 
ruption was if the Kirk, either-in do@rine, worſhip, or govern-' * 
ment , ſince the myſtety of iniquitie towork, and is retained,” 
and maintained by the P, jo. obtruded-upon the Kirk by his au- 
thority , are his. A ealſo outof the hiſtory of the councell of 
Trent wasalledged , where it is related , that the councell would not 
define the Hierarchie-by the ſeven orders: We have in our con feſ- 
fion of Faith #he manifold orders {er apart and diſtinguiſhed from the 
Hierarchic, butas it is ſer down in the cannon above cited: Wehave 
in the book of Policie or ſecond booke bf Diſcipliae, in the end of 
the ſecond chapter, this concluſion agreed upon. Therefore all the 
ambitions titles inventedin the kingdoms of Antichriſt , and in his uſurped 
H1znAanrcHlr which are not of one of theſe foure ſorts, To wit Paitours,. 
 Dottonrs,, Elders , and Deacons - t with the of fices depending 
— in one word ought to be rejeted. | 
which and many other warrands being publickly read, and: 
Mp OO lengthexamined , and all objections anfwered 
in face ofthe Aſſembly ,allthe members of the Aſſembly being ma- 
ny times deftred and required ro propane their doubts, and ſcru- 
ples, and every one being heard to the full ,and after much agitatior' 
as fully ſatisfied ; the Moderatour at laſt exhortiag every one ro de- 
clare his minde, did put the matterto-yoicing intheſe termes: Whe-" © 
ther according to the confeſrion of faith ,as it was profeſſed in the year” © 
1580,1581.and 1590.There be any ather Biſhop but 4 P attour of « 
cular flock, having no preheminence nor power over hu brethren , 
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jured, andought to bee removed ont of this Kirk,” The w : 
moſt unanimouſly , without contradiftion of any one (and with" 
the heſitation CE ce eekeoarubeny & 
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The <4 embly Glaſgow ; declaring the five 
En have leen ured 8 


embriogchecaiformity efwarttin 
$ perrargnans Ahrennre' | efocethe anicles of Perch; 
5 thegreatrent which entercd atchar time , and hath 
7 continued {ance , with the lamentable cites, thar 
my | itharh produced , borh Paſtours , and pro- 
bo ns the unlawfulneſie and nullitic of Perth Adſembly, already 
declared by this Afſembly, andthar in the neccilaric renewing of the 
confeſſion of Faith in Febraery 1638. aſl, rogue ar neyaroon tn 
troduced inthe worſhip of God, was ful , till they. ſhould be 
determinedin a free generall Aſſembly thatin the ſame year at his 
Majeſties co ſome had ſubſcribed the confeſſion of Faith, as 
it was profeſſed when it was' firſt ſubſcribed: For theſe cauſe s the 
Aſſembly catcred into adiigent tryall ofthe forefaid articles, whe- 
ther they be coarrare tothe c of Faith,as it was mcaned aad 
profeſledin the year x589. 1581,1590. and1594, And findeth that 
— CE ea 
agree in our conſciences tothe farme Ro PF | 
Profeſſed by the Kings (Majeſtie, 
points , as unto OI ruth 
his written word, ands 


paige; manners andn ſpeciall , the Ronmane Antic i fob 
Bed anon She ear ae if 
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{me , and finally , we deteſte all his vain allegs- 
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i THE FENEEALLS 
the word God;, or nouriſh popiſh- judgement YO ISS 


IT ; efite | 
riſe or rites, fignes , antitraditions brought in'to the Kirk , withGur 
or againſttheword of God;and doarine of this true reformed Kitk, 
Andnext in particular, r= feſtivall dayes , finderh, that 
inthe cxpteatinnor the Beſt heacyo thefirſt book of = it 
wast ht good that of Chriſtmas,Circunciſion, Epiphanie, 
mkrhe Ea of the Apo Marryres z and Virgine ry , bee 
utterly aboliſhed , becauſe they are neither commanded nor war- 
randed by Scripture, andthat ſuchas obſervethem'be* puniſhed by 
civill Magiſtrats. Hereutter abolition is craved; and notreforma- 
tion of abuſes only : And that becauſe the obſervation of ſuch feaſts 
hathno warrand from the word of God, In thegenerall Aſſembly 
holden at Edinburgh Anno 1566. the large confeffion of Helvetia 
was approved, bur with ſpecial exception againſt the ſame five 
dayes, which are now urged upon us: It was notthen the- popith 
obſervation only, with the popiſh opinion of worſhip and merit, 
which was diſallowed: (for ſo the retormed Kirk in Helvetia did not 
obſerve chem) but ſawpliciter all obſervation. Forthis end was read & 
letter in Latine, ſent ar thattime by: foe of our divines to cerraine 
divines inthele parrs to this purpoſe. fnathe Aſſembly holden 1575/ 
in Augwf, complaiat was made againſt the Miaiſters and Readers 
beſide Aberdene; becauſerhey aſſembled the people ro preaching aad' 
prayers upon certane feftivall dayes: So that preaching and prayers 
upon feſtivall dayes was j rebukable. J1r:was ordained: like. 
wiſe, that complaint' bee ro/ the Regent, upoa the town of 
Drumfſyeis, for urging and convoyinga Reader tothe Kirk with Ta- 
brer and Whiſtle, to readprayers,all the holy dayes of Chri/tmas,np. 
on the refuſall of their own Reader. Among thearticles directed by 
this Aſſembly tothe Regen: It was cravedthar all holy dayes here- 
ro-fore keeped holy ; befide the Lords day, ſuch as Too/eday, and 
Saints dayes, and ſuch others may bee aboliſhed , and a-certain 
penaltie appointed for banqueting., playing, feaſting upoa theſe 
dayes. In the Aſſembly holden'ia 4pril,, Amno 11577. It was or- 
Paw omen che advice of the Synodall Aſſembly, 
0 oniſh Miniſters , preaching or miniſtrariag the Com- 
muaion &t Eafter, or Cliriftmas , ororher like ſuperſtitious rimesor | 
Readers reading , , underThe paine of deprivatioa-"In the 
ninth head of the firſt book of Diſcipline, the reafon is ſer dawn a- + 
gainſt Baffer Commomon. 7Towr honours are not igndrant how ſaperſti. 
riouſly the peaple run to that attion at Paſcheven, as if the time gave ver« 
tue to the $ acr ament , and how the reſt of the whole year , they arecareteſſe 
, a if it appertained not rothem , but at rhat time only. \ Ad + 
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Kirk in the very vs 
Neithey in the mini of the Sacraments ; woſf we , off we adhere 
Chrift himſelf hath ordained, ſo mitt they 

confeſſion of Faith chap. 23. It is he mes 
miniſtration of the Sacramenes, that No they er nai Is fich ele- 
ments, and-in ſuch ſort; as God hath ap , and that ten” have 


_aduleerate the Sacraments with their _ inverttons:So thir | nopart 
of Chtiſts ation abideth in rhe originall paritie.- The Re of 
our reformers , who drew up the Confeſſion, was by cleare 
evidents ſhewed tobe contrary to this geſturein the a> of receivi 
the Sacrament, Inthe order the-Lords Supper”, pre- 
fixed before the Pſalmes in meeter, ICE by the Com- 
municants, are joined: as likewiſe by the lead of the firſt book 
of Diſcipline, as neareſt ro Chriſts bwn adtion; ind to his perfet 
praQtife, and moſt convenienttorhatholy ation, andalf jtventions 
deviſed by man are condemned, as alterarions and accuſations 
of Chriſts perfe@- ordinance: Mitiſters were enjoyned by a& of 
Aſſembly in December t 562, Moe err on ped ren 
the Engliſh Kirk at Geneve (where Maſter|X nox had been ſomerime 
Manifter,in the miniſtrarion ofthe Sacramenes; This 26 3s renewed 
in the Aſſembly holden in December 1564. where Miniſters are re- 
ferred to the order ſet down before the PſImies,, for miniſtration of 
the Sacraments ; which is all 6tie with the former: for that was the 
order of the Engliſh Kirk at Geneve, 

In che Parliametit holden Anne 1367 Iems deceit hoe 
ver did not participate of the*Sacraments, Þrly dorm | 
ly adminiſtratinthis reformed Kirk , ou cole quntmem. 
bers ofthis Kirk, The a for the oatfrat' his corotiation ; to, 
maintain thedueadminiſtrarioti bo fy n- 
miniftred , 4n»o t567. was ratified { 
ſhort Confeſſion, adhering torhie uſe of the Sactamentts inth 
of Scotland, was ſubſcribed: as alſo 4m 15914. after rhe Reon 
ſcription to the confeſſion of Faith. In the Par | 

of the Sacraments as 


a@ was made agaiaſt ſuch as did not 
then right! iſered: But the geſture of kneeling in 
the a of rats, pace min oh Sacene ul 


in this Kirk, 6ut of frame: whereby iris clear that w g- 

Rue Ge rice" cannor and wick the eligidſienchbaorehE See 
25 they were then miniſtred and were minſtred cver (thee £ Aa 

fomndies. rill che year 1618. muſt bee condemned by « 4 Si 

a3 trite added tothe rue miniſtration of the Sacramencs wittiour che 

roger -er poet or 

the w or F | 

God, or docrine ofthis reformed | c 
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Ano frrkofnd from 
Biſhops falleth peer ed HED 
in alt 
SEE checommunios, 


noinkling Cie py hem 
a adminiſtration ofcheSacramedts in privateplaces, 
ria wt gone pt rivate.communions finderh that in the 
Lee wok mon order, ſedown beforechePlalmes, i it is ſaid,7 hat 
the 5 araments art not: ordained of God to- be uſed ip private corners ,as 
charmers and ſoreerers uſe to doe, 99h tothe Congregation, Inthe AC 
ſembly holden at Ed: chin 0ttober Auno 3 The ſame year 
and Aflembly , that the confeion of Fairh was ſubſcribed: Ir was, 
ordained, that the Sacraments be not adminiſtred in private houſes , but 
ſolemnly according to good order hither 40 obſerved, The Miniſter of 
Tranent was {uſpended at that time, for baptizing an [nfant in apri- 
vate houſe: 'burconfeſſing his offence , he was otdained to make his 
Publick repentance in the Kirk of Travent, before he be releaſed. A- 
nother Miniſter was to betricd , and cenſured, for baptizing pri- 
vatcly, and celebrating the Communionupon Poſch-day , at the Al- 
ſembly holden in 0Zeber.15 80,, Which ads - + 6h make” ma- 
nifeſt, that our Kirk abhorred whatſoever foſtered the opinion of 
the neceſſic of Bapriime, and giving of the Sacrament , as a' vias/- 
CH, 

All which , and many other as » grounds ,and reaſons, being at: 
lengrhagirared, and wah mature deliberation n-pondered , and liber 
tic grantedto.cveryman to {peak his minde 3 what could be (aid furd 
ther , for thefull ſarisfaftion of all men; 

The matter was puttovoicing, intheſe words: Whether the five 
apr af Perth , by the confeſrion. of Faith , as it nas meaned and pro- 
hereto ear 1580,.1581. 1590, __ ought to be removed ont of 

Kirk : The whole Afſembly all inone conſent, one onely exceps 
ne per the prick above-ſpecified were abjured by 
this Kirk, inthar Confeſſion; and ſo ought to be removed out of ir . 
therefore p and diſchargeth all diſputing for theny, 
orobſcrying of them , arany of them, inall time comming , and or- 
dains cs toprocend wihche cenſure of th LES 
al tran; ours. = Pe 
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vASSEMBLI 1698, 
dicvories reqenbeles, a, ar they. ſtand obli 
lemne oath,and covenant with \retutaro the d 
ſcipline ofthis Kirk; as it was p 


——. 


Ad. Sell. 23. 24. December 17,18. 


Nentthe report ofthe Commitrie , appointed for conſider- 
ing whar conſtitutions were tobe revived, or made of new 
thcy proponed the overtures following: which were read and 
allowed by the whole Aﬀembly,or by them referred to the conlide- 
ration of the ſeverall Presbyterics, pie 
| Anent Presbyteries which have been erected fiace the year r 5 8 6. 
Ic ſeemeth needfull , that they bee ratified by an a of this generall 
Aſſembly , and that other presbyterics ſhall be ereted,, where they 
ſhall be found needfall, and eſpecially now inthe Synod of Ziſmuore, 
according to the particular norte given there-agenc, | 
The Aﬀembly ratifieth theſe Presbyterics fince 1486, and ereR- 
&h thoſe in Liſmore, conforme to the note regiſtrat in the books 
of Aſſembly. bytwiall [tix choughe fie that 
Anent the keeping of Presbyteriall meetings ;- It is t r 
they be weekly, both in Sommer and Winter, except in places farre 
diſtant , who during the winter ſeaſon, (that is between the firlt 
of 0Fober and the firſt of April ) ſhall be diſpenſed with for meeti 
once in the fourteen dayes, and that all abſenrs be cenſured, eſpecial- 
ly thoſe who ſhould exerciſe and adde, according to the at of Al 
ſcmbly 15824 at S*. Andrews, CApril. 24+ Seſſ- 12, and that ſome 
controverted head of dodrine bee in the presbyreric pu- 
blickly, and diſputed among the brethren, oy Presbyterie 
ofthe Moneth,, according to the a of Allembly holden at Dandie, 
1598. Seſl. 12, 
The Affembly alloweth this Artitle. | or 
Ancnt the viſitation of particuler Kirks within Presbyreries; 
Itjs thought expedientthatir be once every year , wherein acate is. 
tobehad , among other things neceſſary, that ir bee how 
domeſtick excrciſes of Religion beexerciſed inparti 
and ro ſce what means there. is in cvery Pariſh in 
eechiſing and inſtruRting the yourh. _ 
The Afembly alleweths this Article. 


23 THE GENERALE” 

INI.  ancntthewiftation of Kirks , Stheoles , and Colledges : It is thought 
ME of Aſſ*mbly holden 'at Edinborgh the 25, of Iunie 
1565. 2. be puttin execution: that the Miniſter of the parochin, 
the Principall, Regents, and profeſours within Colledges, and a 
andDo@orsof Schooles, be tryed con ſoundneſſe 0 their 
judgement in matrers of Religion, their , for diſcharge of 
their calling, and the honeſty of their converſation: as the at of AL 
ſembly at Edinburgh, Tuni 21, 1567. Seſl.3. And the at of Aﬀembly 
holden ar Momtroſe. 1595. Sell. 9. do import: and this viſitation of 
Colledges ro be by way of cynmifhon from thegenerall Aſſembly, 

' The generall Aſſembly alloweth this Arti: le. 

Anent none-reſidents: It is thought neceſſary, that every Miniſter 
be obliſhed to reſide in his own Parochin at his ordinaric Maaſe, for 
the better attending of the duties of his calling, conforrge ro the As 
of Aſſemblies, viz. at of Aſſembly at Edjiburgh March 24. 1595. 
Sell. 7.asalſoat at Edinburgh December 25,1563.Scll.5. and Aſſem- 
bly at Edinburgh December 25. 1565 Sell. 4. Aſſemble at Edinbargh 
March 6.1572. Sell. 3. | 

The Aſſembly alloweth this Article, 
Anent the planting of Schools in Landward, the want whereof doth 
greatly prejudge the grouth of the Goſpel, and procure the decay of 
eligion:The Aſſembly giveth direRion to ſeverall Presbyreries for 
the ſctling of Schooles in every Landward parochin,& providing of 
menable for the charge of teaching of the youth , publickreading and 
precenting'of the Pſalme.and carechiſing of thecommon people,and 
that means be provided for their intertainment , inthe moſt covenient 
manner that may be had , according to the abilitic of the Parochin, 
The Aſcembly alloweth, and referreth the particular courſe unto the 
ſeverall Presbyteries. | 
Anencthe late admy[5i0n of Miniſters by Presbyteries,and the choiſe of 
Moder@ours,according to the ancient power ofthe ſaid Presbyteries: 
The Aſſembly declareth they had power todoe the fame, and rati- 
fieththat what hath beendone of late of that kinde upon warrantable 
grounds, that hereafter jt be not called in queſtion. 
The Afcembly alloweth this Article. | 
Anent the competencie of Presbyteries and parochins , that ſome pro- 
rtion may be keeped, both anent the number and diſtance of place: 
t would ſeem expedient that this generall Aſſembly ſhould pou 
a Commiſſion for every Shyre, where there is ſuch neceſſicie,thar the 
particular Parochins and Presbyteries within the bounds bee duely 
contirred , and —_—_ be theſe wp + Sorry given in 

to the provinciall Synods, and b to the generall Aſſembly, - 

ara wy be adviſed , bel _ -” 4 - 
| A 1) referreth this to the cave of the partitulir precbyteries, 
Anent the entrie and converſation te [t is expeciens char” 

the a& of Aﬀſembly holden at Zdi » March 24. 1595. Sell. 7. 

be ratified and pur in execution inevery Presbyterie,and to oc 
tharthey ger a coppic thereof, under the Clerks hand, whereof the' © 

tentiour followeth, | > A@&” 
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oncerning the defeRions in the miniſterie, the [ume being «t 
:( length read out , reaſoned, and : The brethren. cax- 
hdd the ame, agreeing there-wit + andinreſpet? that by your 
ace they mend reformation, bl Bag to ſes the Kirk and miniſt 
:, ed ; tothe ed? the worke may have bettter ſucceſſt eſt, they t i 4 
\* cefarthat this Aſfcembly be bumbled, for wanting ſuch care as became 
:. inſuch points, 5 6 doom, and ſome zealous pry Nr" brethren in 
"" doctrine, lay thems out for their better humiliation ; aud chat they mdke 
F4 " ſolemne promiſe before the Majeſtic of + aa make new covenany with 
him fo rmeniafulleed reverent « of their miniſterie. - 
»» the which eff eff was choſen Mr, lohn Davidſon z and Twe _ 
, Bine houres in the morning appointed, inthe new-Kirk, for t 1 
" ", whereunts none i toreſort , but the mipiſtrie : the forme to bet adviſed 
4» the mare in privie conference. 
The tennour of the adviſe of the brethren, depure for 
PAN the enormities| and corruptions ig the miniſte- 
rie, and remcad thereof, allowed by the geacrall Aſſem- 
bly "va convecned.' 15 966 
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Corraptions in'the of fice. 


- Pita ſudden admiſrion and li eval of tix; 
fe 


ons to the mini It cometh to many ſcandals 
fr out. in the , of miniſters yl bee ordained in 
'» that mare Aliews ingnifien an triall be uſed of all 

” {ach perſons , as ſhall eter into the miniftrie. vepoſe} NS; 

Ms theſe That the intrant ſball 2d upon his con- 
be wi gr une rr rr ory 
ba. his to accept the and charge of the miniſtrie upon him. 
mc That itbe-inquired, 4 ſolifletion ,07 moyen,, diretty_ or is- 

; Preee 1 et th e: And, if it "bee found, that 

Gt eric Lp «ll lfackss their .- 
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and 
” lo way, = by. God: it apex io 
»» Preſentations. 19 _Beveſces\ without 4dvice of the Preehyteric withiw -- 
», the bounds EE : aife7 doe wn qr = 
__ ambicus % 
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hers hronigies and that be bemeetts © 
, appr an rage 3. pt he TE x jor are not qualified in theſe © 
ſe A whedelye tro ps duty je ile they be found qualified, 
.. IND 57 thr be found meet for ſome places, who are;not | 
,» for other , it would be conſidered, that et princtpal places of the R 
,, bt furor] vm yk nuoit worthic gifts, wiſedome and experience, and © 
>, that none take the charg eof greater number of people nor they are able to 
2 ge ; And the Afrembly to take order herewith , will the aft of 
2» the provinciall of Louthian; made at Linlithgow , to beureed. 
3 Fee fk ar ha bee found not given to their book ond fiudie of 
2» Scriptures , not carefull to have hooks not given to fant? i fication. and: 
»' prayer , that ſtudie not to bee porverfull and ſpiritual! , not applying the: 
,» dothvine to'corrwptions , which is the paftorall gift , obſcure and row 
»» ſcholaſtick before the people, cold, and wanti vn zeal De. 
»» Tigent in viſiting of F theſech, and caring. for t 
»» in chooſing of purtiof the abuts mate or the Ack ho oh 
»» diſſembling at publick ſins , and ſpecially of great perſonages in their: 
»» congregations , for flattery , or for fear , that all ſuch perſons bee cen- 
>» ſured, according to = dy f their faults, and continuing therein , 
2» bee deprived. 
27 
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»» tinue therein, that they\Wedepaſt 
” And if dny kg ls, that bee bee 
» ſed. ſimpliciter.: And ſuch ag\cHlude with flanderows perſons in 

»» penſong and-over. ſeeing thepp. fer miney , incurre the bir puniftumene. 
by That every AMinifperie ve aSeſvionei 
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That n none falling in ik Nandes : be Snninnd is 
25 marcie', a this.effe wy 
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. Such like, that 


To 
ſe 


eming, 
gravitte 


he {ame 
That AMinitters groen to ull and incompetent 
v for filthic geiu, as bolding of eftlerits , taking 
hee IE IOnY fey working 
Fa and keeping to the dearth, and all ſuch at of ' 
y, Frat# them from their charge,and 


trader and occu- 
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' ThatNinifters in all companies ſtrive to and 
"' table, and 10 talke of things Aon pending to greinſe bo. 
” ſach may ftrenzthen us  Cloif, ink initrud? us in our calling , of t 
means how to have Chriits King dome bet eft ftabliſhed 5 in our Congre 
”* gations, and to know how the G el flowriſheth in our peer Jef | 
*. like others deem" ters w_ that we fi 
" in there is manifold co s, in our ing lv res 
ws > ſelves, — — the —— 
e rebuke 
; ho no Miniiterbe found to countenance, procure,or aſ3iſt a publick 
0 fender challenged by his own Miniſter , for his publick off ence, or to 
, bear with him,as though his Miniſter were too ſevere upon him unller the 
Up pain of admonition and rebuking. | 
Anent generall Afſemblies, 
= » T9 0 urge the keeping of the A@s anent the keeping of the Aſſembly; 
that it may have the own reverence and majeſtic. | 
The Aſſembly having heard the whole aft read, mol} WR- 
anmouſly alloweth and approveth this article. % 


Anent the defraying of the expenſes ofrhe Commiſſioners to the 
generall Aſſembly , referreth and recommenderh the ſame unto the 
particular Presbyrerics , and eſpecially to the ruling __ 
That they may take ſuch courſes whereby , according to reaſon 
former a&s of Aſſemblies , the Commiſſioners expenſes rothis Aſc. 
ſembly, and ro the ſubſequear, may be born by the particular 
rochins ofevery Presbyterie, who ſendeth them in their name;and to 
their behalf, and for =- effe®, that all ſort of perſons able inland 
or moneys proportionally , may bear a part of the burthen, as 
reapthe benefi: of their bw, £57 oy 

The 4ffembly referreth this unto thecare of the particular Presbyteries, 


: Anent "xc reſsin rie and pp fities ; Ir ſeemeth expe. 
dient that the une Of x wad of ke lthe Papiits inthis Kingdome 
berakenup ar this Aﬀſembly , ifirmay be conveniently done, and if 
not,thatit be remitted to the next we +) Aſſemblies, that it may 
appear what grouth poperie hath had, and now hath chroughthis 
kingdome, whar popiſh prieſts, & Ieſuit there in theland;and thatall 
perſons of whatſoever ſtate and condition , be obliged to ſwear and 
ſubſcribe the confeſſion of Faith, as iris now condeſcended uponby 
this generall Aſſembly, thar they frequentthe cry Sacraments 
in the ordinar dyets and places , otherwiſe to procecd againſt them * 
with the cones w_ _ and that childrenbe not c_ of = ; 
countrey without licence of the Presbyrerics or provinciall 'Syn | 
of the bounds where they dwell. E Lf .j 

The" Afembly r h this Article to the ſevnal Probe, F 

Anent ordetto be thatthe Lords Supper 4 more fopunhnd | 
miniſtrat both in burgh and lentrranchentherk breazac k 
by-gone: It were expedient thartheaRat Zdinbwrgh Daabity. Z 
1562. Seff' 5, beerenewed, and ſome courſe bee taken for furniſhing - | 
of the clements, wheretheMiniſter ofthe Pariſh hathallowance 9a. | 
ly for onceinthe year. The __ 
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The Afembly referreth this ts the conſider ation of Prethyteries,and de- 

bm wv 4 00 mummy mow ees vr A mc 

' that the Congregation want the more frequent uſe of the Sacrament. 

Anenttheencrieof Miniſters rothe miniſtrie: The Aſſembly thinks y; x x I, 
expedientthar the a@ holden at S*. Andrews April 24. 1582.Sell. 7. + 
Touchihg the age of twenty fue years be renewed , and none tobe ad- 
-mirted before that time,except ſuchas for rare and ſingular qualities, 
ſhall be judged by the generall or provinciall Aſſembly to be meer 
and worthie thereof. , 

The Aſſembly approveth this Article, 

Anent mercats on Monday and Saturday within Burghs, cauſing x11 11, 
intollerable profanation of the Lords Day , by carying of loads, 
bearing of burthens ; and other work of that kinde: It were expedi- 
ent forthe redrefle thereof, that the care for reſtraining of thisabuſe 
be recommended by the Aſſembbyunto the ſeverall Burghs, and they 
to bee earneſtly entreared to finde our ſome way for the repreſſing of 
this evil, and changing of the day and to report their diligence 
there-anent to the next generall Aſſembly. 

The Aſſembly referreth this Article to the conſideration of the Burrows, yy; 17 

Anent rhe prof aination of the Sabbath-day in Londward , eſpecially 
for want of divine ſervice in theafternoone: The Aſſembly ordain- 
eth the at of Aſſembly holden at Dundie, Inly 12, 1580, Sell. 10, 
for keeping both dyets, tobe put in execution, 

The Aſſembly alloweth this Article. 
Anent fequenting with excommunicat perſons : Thee Aſſembly or- XVI, 
That theatt at Edinburoh March 5. 1569. Sd. _— - 
That theſe who will not forbear the companie of excommunicat perſons af 
ter due admonition, be excommunicat themſelves, except they forbear, 
to be putin execution, | | 

| The Aſembly allpweth this Article. | 

Whereas the confeſzion of the Faith of this Kirk, concerning both X VII, . 
Dodrine and Diſciple, ſo oftencalled in queſtion by the corrupt 
Judgement and tyrannous authoritie of the pretended Prelats , is now 
clearlyexplained,and byt this whole Kirk Coal ontof 
Aſlembly-concluded, ordained alſo to bee ſubſcribed by all ſorts of 
petſons within the faid Kirk andKingdome: The Aſſembly conſti- 
rutes, and ordaines , that from hte no fort of perſon, of 

oever [ and degree , be permitt ed ro z Or WTIItC 2» 
eſaidCoanteſſion, this Aﬀſembly,or any at of this Aſſembly, 
and that under the paine of incurringthe cenſures of this Kirk. 


expedient chat iio Mi- X V 111, 


XIX: 


X X. 


XX1. 


-XX1I, 


XXIII, 
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the Miniſters withour advice of his colleague appoint « nor 

be Communion norexamination, neither hinder his col ters 
and ufing other religious exercilcsas- oft as he pleaſerh, 
The Afembly eth this Article to the tarrof the teries, 

Sincethe office of 4 Dioceſant, orlordly Biſhop, is alluterly abjur- 
ed, and removed out of this Kirk: Itzis thought fit that all: ritles of 
itie, avouring more of poperie than of Chriſtian liberrie , as 
Chapters withthcir cleQions and conſecrations, Abbots , Pryors, Deang, 
<Arch-deacons , preaching deacons , Chanters , ſi abchenters , and others 
having the like title, Aowing from the Pope and canon law only, 
as teſtifieth the ſecond book of Diſcipline, alſo baniſhed our of 
this reformed Kirk, and not to bee uſurped or uſed hereafter under 
eccleſiaſticall cenſure. 

The A fembly alloweth this Article. 

a— the preſenting either of Paſtoxrs or Readers , and Schoolmaſters, 
to particular Congregations , that there be areſpe@ had ro the Con- 
gregation, andthat no perſon beintruded inany office of the Kirke, 
contraretothewill of the 109+. 6. jy ro which they are appointed, 

The Aſſembly alloweth this Article. 

Anent « Mariaze without proclamation of bans , which being in uſe 
theſe years by-gone hath prodaced man dangerous effects: :The Af 
ſembly would diſcharge the ſame, conformeto the former acts, exe 
cept the Presbyteric in ſome neceſſarie exigents diſpenſe therewith 

The Aſſembly dllewetb this Article. 

Anent the buriall in Kirks,the Aſſembly would be pleaſed toconli- 
deraxne thea@of Aſſembly at Edinburg hb 1588. Seſl. 5. if it ſhalf 

hey in execution, andto diſcharge funcrallſermons, as ſayouring 
of ſuperſtition, _ ; 

The CA fiembly referreth the former part of this article anent bariall in 

Kirks to the care of Presbyteries, and kſchergeth all funcrall ſermons, 

Anent the tryall of Expeiious before theirentrie to the miniſtrie,it 
being notour thatthey have ſubſcribed the confeſſion of Faith now 
declaredinrhis Aſſembly, & thar they haveexerciſed often —_ 
and publickly, with ionof the P 
adde and make rhe exerciſe ng nn Her of po 
common head in Zatine, and give propoſitions | = for difo 
by the Presbyrterie upon queſtions 
of controverſic, andchronologie, ancnt rexrs of Scriprure 
acc rothe analogie of Faith,and 

they be examined upon their $kill of the Greeh 

and Hebrew, 2nd IE bring a teſtificat of their life and "Yi 
tion ol orP , wherethey re - 
\ - The prong age ye rs uy «| 
The Aſſembly having conſidered the order ofthe vrovinciall Af. 
ſemblies , given in by che moſt ancient of the Miniſtric within every 
Province, asthe ancient forme thereof, ordained the ſame to be 
obſerved conforme tot 
Ty the tennour followeth 
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The order of the Provinciall Aﬀemblics"i 1n 
Scortand, according to the Provyteries thereim contained, 


1. The pong Aſembly f Mers ond Tividaill, 


chro. ten, Tomertihe fit 
fern "20 The bounds, {7*%4<#._ * / timeat Jedbwyh, 
as. 92 Erftiltoun. "\The Forrefh, thethird Twel- 
Iedburgh. Landerdaill. day of April. 
- Metros. {YL ; 
» The provinciall Louthian. 
Danke, p y To meet the | 
(om | Louthias. firſt timeat 
he Presbyteries of 5, © buy b. The bounds. welt Louthian, Edinburgh the 
Peebles 8 | _ third Tweldey 
ps of April. 
. The provincial of Perth, , | | 
Perth. The, Shyref- To meet the * 
h Yet Frans firſt time at 
he Presbyteries of J Auzhterardor. The bounds. F Perth and of Perth, the (c- 
Striviling, Reon cond Tweſday 
Dumblane. Shyre, of April. | 
4. The | province of Dramfeees. | 
| LXuddidail, . x omeerthefirlt © 
Mans ©. 7 D umfrees, wi time at Drum- 
ie Presbyreries of —_ nn A The rent = b 26 fees , the ſecond 


eMiddilbee. wachopdaill — of © 


f foes id — IF 'To meet the firſt 


dome offig- time at Wigriown, 


xProbjiis if Kirkebright, The bounds. ron, andSze- thixd Twelſday "2 
5 { — Kir- of Aprit. | 
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ofthe Miniſters withour advice of hiscolleague appoint nor dyets 
of Cor league from 
catcchiſing 


100 norexamination, neither hinder his co ey 
The Aftembly eth this Article to the tareof 


and uſing other religious exerciſcsas vft as he 

rhe teries, 

XIX. Sincethe office of 4 Dioceſant, orlordly Biſhop, is alluterly abjur- 

ed, and ner outof > ws te - o _ on titles of 
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Chapters withtheir cletions and conſe ecrations, Abbots, Pryors, Deang, 

Arch-deacons , preaching-deacons , Chanters , ſubchanters , and others 

having the like title, lowing from the Pope and canon law only, 

as teſtifieth the ſecond book of Diſcipline, bee alſo baniſhed our of 
this reformed Kirk, and notto bee uſurped or uſed hereafter under 
eccleſiaſticall cenſure. | 

The CA fembly alloweth this Article. 

Anent the preſenting either of Paſtonrs or Readers , and Schoolmaſters, 
to particular Congregations , that there be areſpe@ had to the Con- 
gregation, and that no perſon be incruded inany office of the Kirke, 
contraretothe will of the 2. 1 ationto which they arc appointed, 

The Affembly alloweth this Article. 

XXI. Anent eMariaze without proclamation of bans , which beiag in uſe 
theſe years by-gone hath produced many dangerous cffes: The AC 
ſembly would diſcharge the ſame, conformeto the former acts, exe 
cept the Presbyteric in ſome — diſpenſe therewith, 

The Aſſembly alleweth this Article. | 

XXII. Anentthe buriall in Kirksthe Aſſembly would be pleaſed to conſi- 
der ancnt the at of Aſſembly at Edinbargh 1588. Sel. 5. if it ſhal 
be pur in execution, and to diſcharge funerall ſermons, as ſayouring 
of ſuperſtition, . . , 


X X. 


X XIII. 


i 


they be examined upon their $kill of che Greeb _ 
and Hebrew, and thatthey bring aeſtificat of their life and converſa» 
tion from either Colledge or Presbyrerie,, wherethey refide. > 
- - The Aſſembly alloneth this CAriicle, 1990 
- XX1I11T, The Aſſembly having conſidered the order ofthe provinciall:Afs * 
ſcmblies , given in by the moſt ancient of the Miniſtric wichin "M7 
Province,tache angereplerciorine harp, ontoned the mae: A 
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(s he. fda day .of 4pil.. me 
: 3, The provinciall Synod of Fife. 
St Andrews, \ + meet the 
Cowper.. SY r{t rimeat 
\ TheShyref- Cowper in Fife 


: JKirkadie, The bounds. : | 
The Precbyneie es. un =_ Ce 


( "g- day ot April,, 
- 9+ The provinciall Synod of Angus «1d Merns. 
Mee le, The Shyref- To meet the 
: yr 7. x en Hy firſt time at 
byteries ot / Arbrot The bounds. Deanadie the 
"ds y Forfair. Bre- =_— and third Tweſday 
chen. Mernsi, 6 of April, 
10. The provincial Synod of Aberdent. 2» 
s Aberdene, " J 7 
Kincairdin. To meet the firſt 
All- (ries 4 of time at new Aber- 
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The Presbyteries of x be The bounds 
/ Ellan, Deer. {* Bamfe. day of April, F 
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Forayce. 

IT, The provincial Synod of Murray, 
Innernes, Forreſſe. (ome Shyref- 
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ASSEMBLY, 1638 + 4r 
t5. The Providitiall Synod of the iſles. / 


Lt the Kirks of the Nonh-weſt iſles, viz. wy Lewes, and 
A the reſt of the iſles, which were lyableto the Diocic ofthe 
Iſles, except che Sourh-weſt iſles which aro joyned to the 
> 'of 4rgyl, To wa” ove” She the ſecond 
day of May. 
That the Miniſter of the place AA ati: 
ſhall preach the ficſt day of cheir mecting , and give timou ko 
tiſemeac to the reſt of the Presbyteries. _ . | 
[t is »—waeer hat fodth Synod embli ; thee were near- 
eſt ro others, had co among ves,by ſcnding one 
or two Commiſſioners mutually from onero another hichcourle 
is thought fir ro b2 keeped in time comming: viz. The Provincials 
of Lowthian , and Mers, &c. The Provincials of Drumfreis, Galloway, 
Glaſgow, and Argyll, The Provincials of Perth, Fyfe, and Angus, &c. 
The P rovincials of Aberdein and Mwrray. The Provincials of Roſte, 
Caithnes , and Orknay, The Commiſſioners: for correſ ns; 
mongſt the Synodals to be a Miniſterand a Mr Pee 
The Aſſembly reconimendeth to the { Presbyreries the 
exccution of the old as of Alſerablies, againſ the break ofthe Sab- 
bath-day, by the going of Milles , Salt-pans , Salmond-filhing ,or 
any ſuch-like labour,and rothisend revives and theaR ofthe. 
Aſſembly, holden at Halyrudehouſe 1 6 0 3. Sell. 5, whereof 
the rennor followeth. 
The A emblie conſidering that pr went fig ET aug 
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He He Aﬀſinhly Cn great of p this 
car npabcl pe eothipgerd kat the Peadyretes to pro- 
reed with the cenfures of the Kirk, t6excommunicarion, againſt 
thoſe Miniſters who'being by this Aſſembly acquitees not 
to their ſentences, burexcrciſe ſome part of their 
on, aufahchemſchves contri cow they Been GEES, 


COR Aſſembly. ' I: 291d 3 


T THE CEWERADE- 
A.. Sell. 25. December 19. 1638. 
Azainſt the cjvill places and power of Kit k-men. 


Ha generall Aſſembl Ay that among ' other clauſes 
I onlieationof, confetſion of Faith ro'the preſent cine, - 
Which was ſubſcribed in Februarie 1628. The clauſc touching the 
civill Places and power of Kirk-men, was referred un:o the tryall _ 
of this Aﬀembly ; entered into a ſerious ſearch thereof, eſpecially 
of their fitting on the bench, as Tuſtices of peace, their ſitringin Sel- 
fion and Councell, their ryding andvoting in Parlament: ahd con- 
fidering how this vote in Pailament, was not at firſt ſoughtnor re- 
quyred by this Kirke, or worthy men ofthe Miniſtcrie, butbeing 
obrruded them, was diſallowed, for ſuch reaſons as could not 
well be ered ( as appearcth by the conference, holden at Haly- 
rude-huaſe 15 99. which with the reaſons therein contained was read, . 
inthe face ofthe Aſſembly) and by plurality of voices not being able 
ro refiſt tharenforced favour, they foreſecing the dangerous conſe. 
quences thereof, in the Aſſembly at Afontroſe did limitarerhe ſame 
by many neceffare cautions : contidering alſo the Proteſtation made 
in the, ent 1606... by Commiſſioners from Presbyrecies, and 
Provinciall Aﬀemblics, againſt this reſtitution of Biſhopsto vore in 
wrap wc _ all civill offices inthe perſons of Paſtors, ſepa. 
rate encotheGolpcll , as incompatible with their ſpiricuall funRionz 
with the manifold reaſons of that Proteſtation from the word of 
God, ancjent Councels, ancient and moderne Divines , from the 
do@rine, diſcipline, and confeſſion of Faith ofthe Kirk of Scotland, 
which areextant in print,and were readin the audience ofthe Aﬀem- 
bly : Conſidering alſo from their ownexpericnce the bad fruits and 

reat evils, whichhave been the inſeparable conſequenrs of theſe of: 

ces,and rharpowerin the perfons of Paſtors ſeparate to the Golpel, 
to Ed prejudice of the freedame and bLberric of the Kirk, the 
jutiſdiQtion of her Aſſemblies, and the powerfull Fruits of their ſpi- 
ritoall Minifterie; The Aſſembly moſt ananimouſly in one yoice, 
withrhe heft-arion of two allanerly, declared, that as on the one part 
the Kirk and the Miniſters thereof are oblidged to give thetr adviſe 
and good counſell in matters c iag the Kirk or the conſcience 
ofany whatſomever, ro his Majeſtic, to the Parlagzent to the Coun- 
cell, or:t© my membetthereof, for their reſolutions from the word 
of God, Soonthe otherparr, thatit is both inexpedient, and unlaw. 
full inchis Kirk, for Paſtors {c unto the Goſpell to brook 
Places, and. offices, as to be luſtices of peace; fir and decerneh 
Councell,.$efhon, or Exchecker.gtoryde or vorein Parlament, to 
be Tudges or Aſſeſſorsin any civill Indicttoric:and therefore reſcihdy' 
and annals, all concratic acts of Aſſembly, namely of the Ailembly 
holdenat Mewveſer 600, which being preſt by authority, did rarker 
foran ineers the fame, and 'that limitate by many cations, 
for zhe breach whereofthePrelars have been juſtly. cenſured; then 
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in freedome of judgement allow thereof, and ordaineth the Presby. 
teries to proceed: withthe cenfures of the Kirk , againſt ſuch as 


ſhall cranſgreſle herein intime comming, 
1; 1"; 4 


> _— ———— —— 
— 


AR. Sefl. 26, December 204 16;8, 


Hz Afcembly confidering thegrear prejudice which 
ws. Gods Kirk inthis land, hath ſuſtained theſe years by 

F paſt, by the unwarranted printing of lybels, pam h 
& lcts, and polemicks, to the diſgrace of religion , "4 
LIME cr of che rs ys infecting and diſquycting the 
mindes of Gods people, and diſturbance of the peace of the Kirk, 
and remembring the former a&s, and cuſtome of this Kirk, as of all 
other Kirks , made for reſtraining theſe and the like abuſes, and thar 
nothing be priatedconecrtiing the Kirk, and religion, excepr it be 
allowed by theſe whomthe Kirk intruſts withrhat charge: The A(- 
{cmbly anaximouſhy, by vertuc of their Eccleſiaſticall authority ,dif- 
chargeth and inhibiterh all printers within this Kingdome, to print. 
any.a® of the. former Aſsemblies, any of the at or proceedings of 
this Afcembly, any confeſſion of Faith, any Proteſtations, any rga- 

, ſons pro or contra, ancnt the preſent divifions and contraverties of this 
time, or any other treatiſe, whatſoever which may concerne the Kirk 
of Scotland, or Gods cauſe in hand, without warrand ſubſcribed by 


Mr. Archbald Tohnſton, as Clerk tothe \ womans ,and Advocate for 


the Kirk; or ro-reprint , without his warrand, any ads or treatiſes. 
foreſaids, which he hath cauſed anyotherto print, underthe paine of 
Eccleſiaſticall cenſuresto be execute againſt thetranſgreſſours by the. 
ſeverall .Presbyreries , and incaſe of their refuſall, by the (eyerall 
Commiſſiones from this Afcembly : whereunto allo we are confi- 

denr, the honourable Tudges of this land will contribute their civilt 
authority : and this to- be intimar publickly in pulpit, withthe other 

gcnerall acts of this Afsembly. * 4 


—_— — 
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. AR. Seſl.. 26, Dito: 20, 1638, 


999993 H » generall Aſscmbly ordaineth all Presbyteries and Pro- 

8 |S viaciallAſfsemblies to conyeen before them uchas are ſcan- 
+Egg3 delons and malicious, and will not acknowledge this AC- 
ſembly, aoracquieſcc unto theats thereof: And ro cenſure hem 
\ according ro their malice and contempr, and acts of this Kirk: and 
 whetePrelbyrerics are refratatic, granteth power uato theſeverall 
Commiſſioasto fummond them to. com bor eattoohne | ang? 
rall Aſfsembly tobe holden ar' Zdinbargh , the third Wedinſday of 
Inlieptonbide cit tryal and convanngy IF u0f »: Tm 
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AQ. Sel, 26. December 20. 1638. c 1 


999992 Hz Aſcembly conſidering the atsand pagRtile of this Kirke 
S in her pureſt times, that the Commiſſioners of every Pref: 
Bas bytcric,Burgh,and Univerficic, were both ordained torake, 
and really did rake from the Clerk, the whole genetalt a4s"of the 
Aſembly, ſubſcribed by the Clerk: whereby they might rule and 
conformetheir Iudicatorie themſelyes, and all perfons within thrir 
juriſdiRtions, _ the obediencethereof: Confidering rhe great pre- 
judices we have lately felt out of ignorance of the afts vf Aſſembly, 
Conſidering alſo the great neceſſity in thisrime ofrefarmation, be- 
yondany other ordinarie time, to havean extraQ thereof: The Aſc 
ſembly ordaineth be this preſent act, tharall Commiſſioners from: 
Presbyreries, Burghes and Univerſities, preſently ger under-the 
Clerks hand an Index of the acts, till the acts themſelves beextra-' 
cted, andthercafter toget the full extract of the whole generall acts, 
to be inſert in their Presbyrerie books, whereby all their proceed-" 
ings may be regulate in time coming. Likea& the Aſsembly recom- 
mendeth unto every Kirk Seffion, for the preſervation of their par- 
ticular Paroch from thereentrie of the corruptions now diſcharged, 
and fot their continuance in the Covenant, anent doQrine, wor- 
ſhip and — now wp -_ obtain _ of Go 
eſpecially ifrhe rinted: Seeing their pryce will no wayes then 
coats 4 he benefite both of r\.- —Anirok Paris'h, and the 
intereſt ofthe whole Kirk,inthe preſervatian thereof from defeQtion 
3s undenyable: ſeeing Presbyrteries are compoſed of ſundry Paro- 
chins, and ſo muſt be affected, or infected as they are, as Provinciall 
and generall Aſſemblies are compoſed of Presbyreries, and ſo mult - 
be diſpoſed as they are. | 


— tt 
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Act. Sefl. 26. December 20. 
In the CA fiembly at Glaſgow 1638. concerning the con- 
feſsion of Faith renewed in Februar, 1638. 


Pa22H:s Aſſembly conſidering that forthe purgingand preſerva- 
© tion of religion, for the Kings Majeſtics honour,and for the 
publick peace of the Kirk and Kingdome, the renewing of 
that nationall Covenantand oath ofthis Kirk and Kingdome, in Fe- - 
bruar 1638. was moſt neceſlare, likeasthe Lord hath bleſſed the ſame 
from Heaven with a wonderfull ſucceſſe for the good ofreligion, © 
that 'the ſaid Covenant ſuſpendeth the praRiiſe of novations alrea 
introduced , and the approbation of the corruptions of the pibſeric 
governement ofthe Kirk , with the civill places, and power of Kirk- 
men, till they berryed ina free generall Aſſembly , and that nowaf. 
ter Jong and ſcrious examination , it is foundthat by the c r 
Þ MN 
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ASSEMBLY 1638. 43 
of Paith, the five articles of Perth, and Epiſcopall governementare 
abjured and to be removed out'of this Kirk, and the civill places and 
power of Kirk-men are declared ro be unlawfull ; The Aſſembly 
alloweth andapproveth theſame jinall the heads and arricles thereof; 
And ordaineth thatall Miniſters, Maſters of Univerſities, Colledges, 
and Schooles and all others who havenot already ſubſcribed the ſaid 
Confeſſion and Covenant, ſhall ſubſcribe the ſame, with theſe words 
prefixed to the ſubſcriprion viz, The article of this Coyenantwhich 
was at the firſt ſubſcription referred to the determination'ofthe ge- 
nerall Afſembly being now determined at Glaſgow, in Nerentis 
1638. and thereby the five articles of Perth, and the governement of 
the Kirk by Biſhops, being declareqto beabjured and removed, the 
civill places and power of Kirk-men declared ro be unlawfullz We 
ſubſcrive according to the determination, of the ſaid free and law- 
fall generall Aſſembly holden at Glaſgow: and ordaincth , adperpetu- 
am rei memoriam , the ſaid Covenant with this declarationto bein- 
ſert inthe regiſters ofthe aſſemblies of this Kirk ; generall, Provinci- 
all and Presbyteriall. 


- 


Act. Sefl. 26. December 20. 1638. 
Concerning the ſubſcribing the confeſsion of Faithe lately 
ſubſcribed by bis HMajeſties Commuſyioner , and urged 

to be ſubſcribed by others. 


—— — 


as D268 Exing the generall Aſſembly , towhom belongeth pro- 
4 perly the publick and judicall interpretation of the con- 
YS; feſlion of Faith, hath now, after accurattryall, and ma- 
FAS) ture deliberation clearly found, thatthe five articles of 
Perth, and the governement of the Kirk by Biſhops, are 
abjured by the, confeſſion of Faith, as the ſame was profeſſed in the 
year 1580, and was renewed in this inſtant year 1638. And thartthe 
Marques of Hammiltoun his Majeſties'Commifſfioner , hath cauſed 
printa Declaration, bearing that his Majeſties intention and his own, 
in cauſing ſubſcribethe confeſſion of Faith, is no wayes toabjure, bur 
ro defend Epiſcopall governement, and that by the oathand explana- 
tion ſer down inthe act of Councel, it neither was nor poſſibly could 
be abjured , requyring tharnone take theſaid oath, orany other oath 
inany ſenſe, which may not confiſt with Epiſcopall governement: 
which is dire&ly' repugnant to the genuine and true meaning of the 
foreſaid C on, as it was profeſſed inthe year x5 80. as is clear- 
ly now found and declared by the generall Aſſembly: Therefore the 
generallAfſembly doth humbly ſupplicate, that his Majeſtie may be 
_ graciouſly 6p to acknowledge and approvethe eras _ or” 
terpreration , and meaning ofthe Afſﬀembly, by his Ro 
warrand to his Majeſtics Onur” pw Councell, and Subjeas, to 
be pur in record: for that effe&, whereof we are confident, n_ 
Majeſtic, 


46 THE CENERALL, 


Majeſty, hath received trueinformation from this Kirk, honauredwirh, 
his Majeſties birth and baptiſme ; which will be a royall :c{timonie. 
ofhis Majeſtics piety and juſtice , and a-powerfull meane to, procure, 
the heartic affetion and obedience of all his Majeſtics loyall Sub- 
jects: And in the meanetime, leaſt any ſhould fall under che danger 
of acontradidtoric oath , and bring the wrath of God uponthem- 
ſelves and the land , for the abuſe of his Name and Covenant; The. 
Aſſembly by their Eccleſiaſtical. authority , prohibiccth anddif- 
chargeth , thar no member of this Kirk ſwear or ſubſcribe the faid 
Confeſſion, ſo far wreaſted to a contrare meaning, under paine of all, 
Eccleſiaſticall cenſure: but that they ſubſcribethe confeſſion of Faith, 
renewed in Februar , with the Declaration of the Aſſembly (cr, 
down in the former act. *® 


” 
_ 
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AR. Seſfl. 26. December 20. 1638 


——— 


Concerning yearly generall CA emblies. 


Þ Aſſembly having conſidered the reaſons lately printed 
© for holding of generall Aſſemblies , which aretaken from 
the light of nature, the promiſe of 7eſw# Chriſt, the practiſe 
of the holy Apoſtles, the docrineandcuſtome of other reformed *' 
Kirks, and the liberty of this nationall Kirk as it is expreſſed in the 
book of Policic,and acknowledged intheaR of Parlament 1592,and 
trom recent and preſent experience, comparing the lamencable pre. 
judices doneto religion,through the former want of free and lawful 
Aſſemblies, and the great benefite aryſingto the Kirk , from this one 
freeand lawfull Aflemblyy finde it neceſſary to declare, and here- * 
by declares , that by Divine , Eccleſiaſticall, and Civill warrands, 
this nationall Kirk hath power and liberty to afſemble and coriveeti 
in herycarly generall Aſſemblies, and oftner, pro re nat, as oceafion 
and neceſſity ſhall require. Appointeth the next generall Affembly 
to fit at Edinburgh, the third Weddinſday of Tulic 1639. Andwwarn- 
eth all Presbyrerics, Univerſitics, and Burghes , to ſend their'Com- 
miſſioners for keeping the ſame. Giving poweralſo-tothe Presby* 
reric of Edinburgh, pro re nata: and upon any urgent and extraordinas 
rie neceſsity ( if any ſhall happen before the dict appointed in 

to give advertiſement to all the Presbyterics, Univerfiticsz 
Burghes, to ſend their Commitſsioners for hotding an occafie 
Aſſembly. And if inthe meane time it ſhall pleaſe the Kings Maje 
toindicta generall Aſſembly, ordaineth all Presbyreries pL 
verſities, and Burghes, to ſend their Commiſioners forkeep 
ing the time and place which ſhall be appointed [by his 
Majeſttes Proclamation. ; Nqrs 


| | © 
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4 FSEMB L T, 1678. 
Act, Seff. 6. December 20, 
Ordaining an bnmble ſupplication to be ſent to 
the Kings Majeſtic, | 

He Aſſembly, from the [eaſe of his Majeſties pete and FR 

ſkice, manifcſiedin the on olexane mee- 

ting, for the nfo =u 
exigent of the extreame ray Ire fears 
of experience of the pro egypt pe oan berae over 
ries in giving finiſtrous informations againſt the moſt religious and 
loyall deſignes anddoings of his Majzefties good Subjects , and from 
their earneſt deſireto have his Majeſtierruely informed of their in- 
rentions and from themſelves, who know them beſt, 
( which they are confident, will beberter belecved, and finde more 
credite with his Majeſtic, then any. ſecret ſurmiſe or privace ſugge- 
ſtion to the contrarie ) that they may gaine his Majelties princely ap- 
probarionand ratification inthe enſuing Parliament to their conſtiru- 
tions: Hath thought meer and ordaineth, that an humble ſupplica- 
rion bedire&tedto his Ma Marte, , teſtifying their moſt heartie thank- 
fulneſſe for ſo rayall , arcs rime hack rfiſbd he 
whole Kirk and Kingdoms the way of calumanie, and 
humbly ſupplicating for Let, ratification forlaid: 
Thar truth and peace may dwe together in this land$totheincreaſe 
ofhisMajeſtics glorie,and the comfort and quicrnelle of his Majeſties 
good people: This the Aſſembly Ta 4 Hr —_— 
the articles forſaid, ro be ſubſcribed by their Moderatour and 
in their name. The tennger Che] fine 


TO THE KINGS MOST 
EXCELLENT MAIESTIE: 


The humble Su plication of the | 
generals Aſtemb - the Kirk of | 


LALELL convecned at Glaſgew, 
21, 1638. 
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48 THEGENERALL 
ſtice,of truth and peace when itpleaſerh the Supreame Providence = 
ſo ro diſpoſe, that one FOmee and eccleſiaſtical authoritie joyne 
inone, do with all thankfulneſſe of heart acknowledge, withour 
mouthes doeconfeſſe, and not only with our p:nqcs , bur with 
our power ate readie to witneſſe unto the world , to your Majeſty 
never dying glorie , how much the whole Kingdome is afeed A 
and not only refreſhed, bur revived, with the comfortable ſenſe 
of your Majeſtics pictic, juſtice, and oodneſſe, in hearing our 
humble ſupplications, for a full and free generall Afembly :and 
remembring that for the preſent, a more true and raq!l reſtimo- 
nie of our unfained acknowledgement , could not proceed from 
us'your Majeſties duetifull ſubjeRs , then to walke worthie of ſo 
royall a favour: It hath been our greateſt care and moft ſcrious en- 
devour, next unto the willof [x «us Cu nr sr, thegreat King 
of his Kirk redcemed by his own bloud, inall our proceedings, joy» 
ned with our hearty prayers ro Go  , for a bleſſing from heaven 
upon your Majeſtics perſon and government, from the firſt houre | 
of our mecting, to carie our ſelves in fuch moderation, order and 

loyaltic, as beſeemed the ſubjeRs of {> juſt and gractousa King ,,; 
lacking nothing ſo much as your Mijeſtics perfonall preſence: with 
which had we been honoure:l and made happie , we were confident 
to havegained your Majeſties royall approbationrto our ecclefiaſtick 
conſticutions,afid concluſions, knowing thata truly Chriſtian minde 
and royall heart inclined from above;to religionand picty, will at the 
firſt diſcern , and diſcerning be dceply poſlcfſed with the love of the 
raviſhing beautie, andheavenly order of the houſe of God;they both 
proceeding from the ſame Spirit. But as the joy was unfpeakable,and 
the hopes lively , which from the fountaines of your Majeſties fa- 
vourdid fill our hearts , ſo were we notalirtletroubled, when wee 
did perceive that your Majefties Commiſſioner , as before our meer- 
ing, he aidendevoura prelimitation of the Aſſembly in the neceſla- 
rie members thereof, and the martersro bee treated therein , coft- 
trarie tothe intention of your Majeſties Proclamation indiQting a 
_ a—_— Rog pts of this Kirk, and laws of the 
ingdome: $0 fromthe firſt beginnings of our fatti as if his 
Lordſhip had comerathertocroſſe, rogh As LL lawfull 
proceedings, or afine had intended any prejudice to the good of 
eligion, or to your Majeſties honour ( which G'o » knowerh 
was far from. aur thoughts ) did ſuffer nothing , although moſt ne« 
ceſſarie , moſt ordinarie , and moſt undenyable , ro paſſe without. 
fome cenſure, contradiQion, or proteſtation; And after ſome dayes. 
debating of this kinde, farre againſt qurexpcation, andro ourgreat! 
gricfe, d ariſchimſelf, commanded us, who had laboured ine Ty. 
ro-approve ourſelves to Gop,, andto his Lordſhip , as -twÞ 
ing your Majeſtics perſon, to ariſe alſo, and prohibited our?” 
further mecring by ſuch a proclamation , as will bee found to hat 


Fen rather from an-unwilli that we ſhonld any longet+ 
it, then: fromany groutid or reaſon, which may endure the 
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cicher of your Majeſties Parliament, or of your own rept oges 
ment, unto which if ( being conveened by indidtion' our 
Majcſtie , and _ _ a conſtitute Aſſembly) weſhould have 

iven place, This Kirk and Ki , contrare to your Majeſtics 
Seo ured INTentions ner rr former hneheg. men 
contrarie to rhe defires and expeRation of all your Mijeſtics good 
people}, had been in an inſtant precipitate in ſuch 4 workd of confu- 
ſions, and fuch depths of miſerie , as afterward could notcafily have 
been cured. In this extreamitie we made choiſe rather ofthat courſe 
which was moſt agreeable to yourMajeſtie s will revealed unto us, af- 
ter ſo many fervent Supplications ,& did moſt conduce forthe good 
of Religion, your Majeſtics honour, and the well of your Majeſties - 
Kingdome; then to give way to any ſudden motion ,tending to the 
ruine of all : wherein wee are ſo far from —_ the lighr, leaſt oar 
deeds ſhould be reproved, that the moreaccuratlytharweare trycd, 
and the more imparrially our nfing of that power , which G o » 
Almighty, and your facred Majeſtic , his Vice-gerent had pur in 
our hands,for ſo good and neceſfarie ends, is examined , we have the 
greater confidence,of yourMajeſtics allowance and ratihabirtion: and 
fo muchthe rather, that being in a manner inhibited ro proceed in {0 
good a work, we doubled our diligence , and endevoured more 
carefully then before, when your Majeſtics Commſ7ioner was pre- 
ſent, inevery point, falling under our conſideration, to walke cir- 
cumſpealy, and withour offence, as inthe fight of God, and as if 


your Majeſties had been looking upon us ; kbouring to pro- 
cycs ng upo wr 4 P 


ceed according to the word of Goo , our confeffion th,and 
nationall oath, and the laudable conſtitutions of the lawfalf Aﬀem- 
blies of this Kirk ; and ſtudying rather to renew, and revive old 
acts made for the reformation of Religion, inrhe time of your Ma- 
jeſties Father , of happic memorie, and exrant in the records of 
the Kirk, which divine providence harh preſerved, andarthns time 
brought to our hands ; then either to allow of ſuch novations, as 
the avarice and ambition of men , abuſing authoririe for their own 
ends , had without order introduced ; or to appoint __—_ order, 
which had notbecen formerly received , and fwornto rereined, 
inthis Kirk. In all which the members of the Aﬀembly, found 
ſo clearand convincing light, totheir fall fatisfation, againſt all 
their doubts anddifficulties , that the harmonie andunammiric was 
rare and wonderfull , and that we conld not have agzeed upon other 
conſtitutions, except wee would have been found fighring againſ? 
Gov. Your Majeſties wiſe and princely minde knowerth,, rhar no- 
thing is more ordinary then for men, when they doe well, ro bee 
evil ſpoken of, and thatthe beſt ations of menare many times miſ- 
conſtrued, and miſ-reported. Balaam although a falſe peopets was 
wronged : for in place of that which hee faid , The Lord refaſcth ts 
give me leave to go with you : the princes of Mvab reporred anto B4- 
lack , that Balaam refuſedro go with them. But our comfort is, That 
Truth' is the daughter of time, Gd calumnir often _ 
cth fir 
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cth firſt , and runneth before, yet Veritie followeth herat the heels, 
and poſſeſſeth her ſelf in noble and royall hearts : where baſe ca- 
lumnie cannot long finde place. And,our confidence 1s , that your 
Majeſtie with that worthie King, will keep oneeare ſhut againſt all 
the obloquies of men; and with that more wiſe King , who'when 
he gave a proofe that the wiſedome of Go » was in him to doe 
judgement, would have both parties to ſtand before him at once: 
that hearing them equally , they might ſpeed beſt, and go outmoſt 
chearfully from his Majeſties face, who had the beſt cauſe. When 
your Majcſtics wiſedome hath ſearched all rhe ſecrets of this AC 
ſembly, let us be reputed the worſt of all men, according to the 
aſperfions which partialitic would putupon us , let us be the moſt 
miſerable of all men, ro the full ſarisfation of the vindictive ma- 
lice of our adverſarics, letus by the whole world bee judged of 
all men the moſt unworthic to breath any more in this your Ma- 
jeſties Kingdome, if the cauſe that we maintaine, and have been 
proſecuting, ſhall be found any other , burthar we deſire that the 
Majeſtie of Good, who is our fear and our dread , be ſerved, and 
- his houſe ruled, according to his owne will; ifwe have not ca- 

riedalong with uSinall the Scſsions of our Aſſemblie, a moſt hum- 
ble and loyall reſpe&tto your Majeſties honour , which acxt unto 
thehonour of the living Goo, lycth neareſt our hearts; if we have 
not keeped our ſelves within the limits of our reformation, with- 
outdebording or refleting upon the conſtitution of other reformed 
Kirks, unto which wee heartily wiſh all truth and peace, and by 
whoſe ſound judgement and Chriſtian affe&ion we certainly look 
to be approven ; it we have not failed rather by lenitic then by ri- 
yu in cenſuring of delinquents, never excceding the rules and 
ines preſcribed, and obſcrved by this Kirk, and if ( whatſoever 
men minding themſelves, ſuggeſt ro the contrary ) the govern» 
ment and diſcipline of this Kirk , ſubſcribed and ſworn before, and 
now acknowledged by the unanimous conſent of this Aſſembly , 
ſhall not bee found to ſerve for the advancement of the Kingdome 
of Cax1sr, for procuring all duetifull obedience to your Mazcſtie, 
in this your Kingdome, and great riches and gloricto your Crown, 
for peace to us , your Majeſties loyall ſubje&s , and for terrour to 
all the enemi&s of your Majeſties honour and our happinefſe : and 
ifany a@ hath procecded from us, fo farre as our underſtanding 
could reach, and humane infirmitic would ſufter, which bcing 
duely examined according to the grounds laid by your Majeſties 
Father, of everlaſting memory, and our religious Progenitours, 
and which Religion did forbid us to infringe , Noa mcrit the anger 
and indignation , wherewith wee are ſo often threarned: Bur on, 
the contrare, having ſincerely ſought the gloric of G o », the 
good of Religion, your Majeſtics honour, the cenſure of impictie, 
and of men who had ſold themſelves to wickedneſſe , and the res 
eſtabliſhment ofthe right conſtitutionand government of this Kirk, © 
farre from the ſmalleſt appearance of wronging any other robpe: 
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med Kirk , we humbly beg , and certainly expe&, that from the 
bright beames, of your Majeſties countenance, ſhining on this 
you Majeſties own -Kingdome and people, all our Rtormes ſhall 

ce Changed in a comfortable calme, and ſweer Sun-ſhine, and 
that your Majeſties. ratification. in the enſuing Parliament, graci- 
ouſly indifted by :your Majeſties Proclamation to bee. keeped in 
May , ſhall ſetle us in ſuch a firmneſſe, and ſtabilitie in our Reli- 
gion; as ſhall adde a further luſtre unto your Majeſties glorious 
Diademe, and make us a bleſſed people under your Majeſties lo 
and proſperous reigne: which we beſeech him who hath di 
us in our affaires , and by whom Kings reigne, to grant unto your 
Majeſtic , to the admiration of all the world, the aſtoniſhmear 
of your cenemics, and comfort of the godly. | £3 


FINIS; 


Collefted, wiſied , and extratted forth of the Regiſter of the 
atts of the Aſſembly 5 me Mr, A. Ihonſton Clerk rherete, 


under my ſigne and ſubſcription manuall. 
Edinburgh , the 
12. Of Tan, 


1639. 
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AnIxpszx of the priacipall upprinted acts of = 
the Aſſembly at Glaſgow, 16 3 8, "—_ 


Ct containing ſundrie Proteſt ations between the Comm {*101ers Grace © 
[por man Lew of the nth, : Fa 
A of elettion of M*. Alexander Henderſon to be Moderatouy. 
A of MF. Archibald Ihonſton his 4dmiſsion to be Clerk and hit pro. 
duttion of the Regiſters of the Kirk, which were preſerved by Gods © 
wonderfull providence. © Wo | "— 
An att diſalowing anie private conference, andconſlant A[efour tothe 4 
Moderatour. | | ; voy o—_ 
The att regiftrating his Majeſties willgrven in by hs Conan He "2 
The att bearing the Aſſemblies Proteſtation againſt the 4iſolutionthervof, > 
AC anent the Presbyterie of Auchterardors preſent ſeat at Aberuthven 
or 4 time. -_ Y; 
4 anent the order of receiving the repentance of any penitent Prelate. 
Ai anent the admiſsion of M*. Archibald Thonſtonts be Advocate and + 
M*. Robert Dalgleiſhe ro be Agent for the Kirk. 
Aft anent the tranſporting of M*, Alexander Henderſon Fom Leuchars © 
ro Edinburgh. | : 
CA containing a commiſcion to ſit at Edinburgh December 2.6, 73 
Another commiſcionto ſit at Iedburgh Tan, 22. ; (1 
Another commiſcion to ſit at Irwin Tan, 15. 
Another commiſsiontoſt at Dundic Feb. 5. 
4n other commw[siontoſit at Chanrie and Forres Mar. 19, 
Another commiſcion to fit at Kirkubtight Feb. 6, 
Ancommiſsion for viſitation of the Colledge of Aberdeine. : 
An commiſion for viſitation of the Colledge of Glaſgow. 9 
At pon the Commiſcioners to attend the Parlament and the articles © 
ch they are 16 repreſent in name of the Kirk to the Eitates, 
Att ordaining the Presbyteries to intimate in their ſeverall pulpits the Aſ- © 
emblies explanation of the confeſsion of Faith. | 
The act againſt Epiſcopacie. The act againſt the Five Articles. The 
act againſt the Service Book. The Book of Cannons. The Book of ? 
Ordination. The High Commiſſion, 
Acts of excommunication and depoſition againſt ſome Prelats, and of de- © 


pofutiay wily agatnuit ſome of them. 
Act ardaining all Pr es to keep 4 ſolemne thankſgiving inall Fe 
rioſh's, for Gods ag and good ſucceſſe to this Aſſembly upon the: 
firſt convenient Sabbath, 4 
Act warranding the Moderator and Clerk to give out ſummonds upon 
levant complaints, againit parties to compeare before the next A 
Act that none be choſen as Ruleing Elders we in Preſbyteries Py 
all or general} Aſſemblies but eſe who \ſubſcrroes the Covenant as it 
now declared, and acknowledzes the conſtitutions of this A - 
CAct for repreſenting to the Parliament the nreſiity of the ſtanding 
Procutors place for the Kirk. 5h 


\ 3 


